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MANDAL PIPE COMPANY
P.O. Box 927

Snellville, GA  30078
Ph: 1-770-573-3022  •  Fax: 1-770-573-3380

Mandal Pipe Company... RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED, EFFECTIVE

www.mandalpipe.com

MANDAL!THINK PIPE…THINK

PORT OF HOUSTON EXPANSION
BUILT ON LARGE DIAMETER STEEL PIPE

The Port of Houston is a 25-mile-long 
complex of diversified public and private  
facilities located just a few hours’ sailing 

time from the Gulf of Mexico. The port is ranked 
first in the United States in foreign waterborne 
tonnage and second in the U.S. in total tonnage. 
More than 225 million tons of cargo move 
through the Port of Houston annually. A total of 
8,053 vessel calls were recorded at the Port of 
Houston during the year 2008. All together, the 
port authority and its neighbors along the ship 
channel are a large and vibrant component to 
the regional economy.

The Port of Houston has an impressive listing of 
firsts, from unloading the world’s first container 
ship to becoming the country’s first port to 

receive ISO 14001 compliance. In order to meet 
future demands, an expansion was undertaken 
in late 2008 which required the building of the 
heavy foundations needed to support the new 
dock cranes used to unload the vessels.

MANDAL PIPE COMPANY supplied the large 
diameter steel caissons necessary for supporting 
the heavy loads by shipping 19000’ of 48” and 
5000’ of 36” Spiralweld pipe in 50’ lengths. All in 
all, over 125 truck loads of pipe were delivered 
on time and within the specification required by 
the design engineer. Another product “Melted 
and Manufactured” in the USA provided my 
MANDAL PIPE helping to keep our infrastructure 
prepared for the future.

THINK PIPE...THINK MANDAL!

www.mandalpipe.com
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P.O. Box 927

Snellville, GA  30078
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Mandal Pipe Company... RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED, EFFECTIVE

Some of the recent MANDAL PIPE projects:
The Curtis H. Stanton Energy Center• , where 
MANDAL PIPE provided over 100,000’ of 14” 
OD steel pipe in 50 and 60 foot lengths to provide 
the foundation for the combined cycle plant. 
Working against a critical delivery schedule, the 
transportation of materials entailed 65 truckloads 
and 32 fully loaded bulkhead rail cars, all arriving 
on time to allow for continuous production at the 
job site.
The Long Island Railroad Bridge Replacement•  
was a project where MANDAL PIPE supplied 
144 pieces of 70’ long 20” diameter steel pipe 
for bridge replacements during construction 
to  upgrade what is known as the busiest com-
muter railroad in North America. The piling was 
supplied weekly to assist construction performed 
only on weekends due to the heavy weekday 
commuter traffi c.

The Port of Houston Expansion•  was a project 
for which MANDAL PIPE supplied 19,000’ of 
48” and 5,000’ of 36” totaling 125 truckloads of 
Spiralweld pipe in 50’ lengths to support the large 
steel caissons in the building of the heavy founda-
tions needed to support the new dock cranes used 
to unload the shipping vessels. MANDAL PIPE 
took pride that the pipe was delivered on time and 
within the specifi cation required by the design 
engineer.
The West Bay Bridge Widening Project•  
provided challenges due to severe and unfore-
seen jobsite conditions. Critical to the Hurricane 
evacuation plans for the Panama City/Fort Walton 
Beach areas, the construction completion date 
was in jeopardy until MANDAL PIPE quickly 
delivered the 40,000’ of steel pipe by utilizing 
over 175 truckloads and recovering the original 
lost time.

On time delivery, with quality material, complete submittals and impeccable traceability 
are routine work for the professionals at MANDAL PIPE.

MANDAL PIPE takes pride in distributing quality steel pipe products 
servicing the needs of many top construction projects throughout 

the United States and abroad.

Mandal Pipe Company... RELIABLE, EXPERIENCED, EFFECTIVE

The John James Audubon Bridge project is 
a new Mississippi River crossing between 
Pointe Coupee and West Feliciana parishes 

in south central Louisiana.

The bridge--proposed to be the longest cable-stayed 
bridge in North America when complete--will replace 
an existing ferry between the communities of New 
Roads and St. Francisville.

The bridge will also serve as the only bridge 
structure on the Mississippi River between Nat-
chez, Mississippi and Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
(approximately 90 river miles).

Over 6000 Tons of Large Diameter Steel Spiral-
weld pipe ranging in size from 48” to 96” O.D. 
and in wall thicknesses from .500 to 1.000 
inches was supplied by Mandal Pipe Company 
for both the Pier foundations and the temporary 
work trestle. Specially designed trailers were 
constructed to facilitate the transportation of 
the massive 30 Ton pieces of  96” x 1.000” 
steel caissons manufactured in 60’ lengths.

The project is being constructed by Audubon 
Bridge Constructors and is expected to be com-
pleted by the summer of 2010.

“Mandal Pipe Company Supplies Piling for the 
John James Audubon Bridge in south central Louisiana”

The John J. Audubon Bridge
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“Steel Pipe Replaces Concrete Piles”

The West Bay Bridge widening project 
near Panama City, Florida is critical to 
the Hurricane evacuation plans for the 

Panama City/Fort Walton Beach areas and will 
provide the gateway to the new regional airport 
scheduled for construction in the near future.
 
Pile driving for the foundation piers came to 
a halt due to severe and unforeseen jobsite 
conditions. With the failure of the 30” square 
concrete piles to pass pre-determined 
requirements, the completion date for the 
project prior to the next Hurricane season was 
placed in jeopardy. The contractor, working 
with consulting engineers and the Florida 

Department of Transportation, determined 
that 30” diameter steel pipe with a heavy 5/8” 
wall thickness would safely and adequately 
overcome the existing problems.
 
A quick delivery of the 40,000’ of material 
was imperative. MANDAL PIPE COMPANY 
responded by supplying the project with over 
175 truckloads of steel pipe allowing for the 
work schedule to recover the original lost time. 
On time delivery, with quality material, complete 
submittals and impeccable traceability are 
routine work for the professionals at MANDAL 
PIPE COMPANY. Why don’t you give us a call?

The West Bay Bridge



President’s Message

The Times… They Are 
A-changin’ or Change 
Redux? Or Déjà Vu All 
Over Again?

I stand to get in trouble with this one. In the immortal words 
of Jerry Sullivan, columnist for the Buffalo News newspa-
per, “I column as I see ’em”.
 With this message, it is not my intent to fall back on 

previous subject matter because I couldn’t think of anything 
else. I firmly believe that there are very few ideas or imaginings 
that can’t stand a healthy re-visitation at one point or another. 
The change at hand is a different kind of change than I was 
talking about before. Previously, I was thinking along the lines 
of personal change, how it happens to various people, and the 
various ways of either embracing it, or having it roll you over. 
The timing for this re-visitation on change, however, couldn’t 
be better to my way of thinking. The economy is looking to 
be in the tank again. Some of us have barely made it through 
the first recession, and, unfortunately, some have not made it 
at all. Now there is talk of a second recession. Unemployment 
is still high, jobs are scarce, business is poor in our industry for 
many of us, and the general public is wondering who to hang 
for all of it, and who to support for the “cure”.

 Well, “The times… they are a-changin”. This Bob Dylan 
quote was popular and “right on” back in the early seven-
ties when he wrote that song and named an album after it. 
Back then it was political unrest mostly at the college-student 

level over a very 
unpopular Viet 
Nam war going 
on. Student pro-
test swept the 
nation. Anti-
establishment fer-
vor was popular as 
evidenced by pro-
tests on college 
campuses across 
the nation, some 
of which led to 
injury and death. 

 Fast forward 
to the current era. 

Instead of protests over war, some time ago the Tea Party 
movement began fomenting an anti-government/business 
friendly sentiment by gathering at rallies. At the start, little 
notice was taken. Slowly, bit by bit, the snowball started roll-
ing down the hill picking up speed as well as mass. In accor-
dance with Newton’s laws, an equal and opposite force has 
recently taken shape in the form of protests currently under 
way on Wall Street against corporate greed and cronyism. 
Like the Tea Party at the start, these forces are expanding in 
form and content. What started on Wall Street is now tak-
ing place in major cities across the country. What started at 
the grass roots level has now been joined by organized labor. 
These events may very well cause business people large and 
small (remembering that small businesses account for the larg-
est contribution to the national wealth) to get caught up with 
either the Tea Party, the Wall Street gang, or perhaps with 
another upstart group yet to be formed. The collision between 
the two snowballs has yet to occur. It will be very interesting 
to see where things go from here.

 Very obviously, massive changes are going to be under-
taken to the tax codes, at the federal, state, and local level. 
Changes will be seen in the way our economy operates in the 
future and in how our businesses choose to operate under what 
will no doubt be enactment of new labor law provisions. A few 
examples are in order starting with the economy and taxes.

 I wish I could tell you what I thought was going to hap-
pen here. Truthfully, I am not sure anyone can predict at this 
moment. I would be ready for just about anything though. One 
thing for sure, I would be ready to pay more taxes, and thought 
should be given right now as to how you will fund that eventu-
ality come tax time. This of course is supposing that there will 
be a profit on which to pay taxes. Even if there are no profits 
on which to pay taxes and you can claim a refund, we can 
probably look forward to the closing of loopholes in terms of 
deductions and tax favored investments, thus increasing gross 
taxable income. After all, not only does the government need 
money from existing sources, they are going to have to come 
up with more sources as well. This is one of the things the Wall 
Street protests are aimed at. 

By Herbert “Buck” Darling

“ One goal must 
be the unfettered 

exchange of ideas, 
free of bloviating 

and histrionics. ”
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President’s Message
 On the labor front, there are a couple of things that are 

in the works that have the possibility of forcing major change 
for our businesses. Organized labor has been in favor of the 
Employee Free Choice Act, otherwise known as a “card check” 
system, in order to make it easier to organize an establishment 
by collecting signature cards from employees. This would 
eliminate private ballots as a means of election as under the 
current laws. Only a simple majority signing in favor would be 
needed to start the collective bargaining process. Should the 
card check campaign be successful, the owner would then have 
120 days to reach agreement, otherwise a Federal Mediator will 
be brought in. According to the U. S. Chamber of Commerce, 
this Mediator, once impasse is reached, could then impose a 
two-year agreement without the Employer or Employees being 
able to hold a vote. To date this act has not been able to garner 
sufficient support to enact it, but it still remains in the works 
and could be brought up for a vote yet again at any time.

 A second major change likely to affect your business on 
the labor front is the NLRB decision that requires all employ-
ees, with few exceptions, to put up a new poster that outlines 
your employees’ right to organize. This requirement takes place 
as of January 31, 2012, having been extended once due to con-
fusion as to who must post it. In all fairness, the poster outlines 
the fact that employees do NOT have to form or recognize a 
union. This is unfortunately a done deal and you will need 
to comply by the above date. You can find this new poster by 
searching “new NLRB labor posting” in order to see how this 
change might affect your business.

 I would encourage all employers to perform further 
research on these topics so as to be able to reach an informed 
decision on how you will be affected, and perhaps learn of steps 
you can take to influence the outcome. We must all be aware 
of and make plans for other changes, as surely there will be 
much conversation on the above topics and many more new 
ones as time goes on.

 In the final analysis, no matter which of the proverbial 
snowballs personally picks you up on its way down the hill: Tea 
Party or Wall Street, Republican or Democrat, Conservative 
or Liberal, at the very least a conversation has been started. 
Somehow we have to get off dead center to solve the woes of 
the country. I fervently hope that both sides can maintain a 
civil discourse on the way to cure what is ailing the country 
at this time. The last thing we need is further division of the 
great people that make up the U. S. of A. Change is coming. 
On that subject there is no debate. Don’t sit this one out wait-
ing for others to do it for you. “Have a take, and don’t suck”, 
in the words of sports talk show host Jim Rome.

 So, how much trouble am I in? My only intent in this 
column was to inform, and to make people aware of what is 
happening now, and what I see coming in the future. Please 
do get involved no matter your beliefs. One goal must be the 
unfettered exchange of ideas, free of bloviating and histrionics. 
Free of anger, divisiveness, and senseless bullying. We all know 
where that can lead, and it is not a good place. t

Engineering & Design

Cincinnati • Fort Worth • New Orleans • PittsburghEarth Retention

Deep Foundations

Marine Construction

Over 50 Years Specializing in Design-Build.

www.goettle.com
(513) 825-8100

12071 Hamilton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45231

Safe • On Time • Within Budget

GEOTECHNICAL ENGINEERING & CONSTRUCTION
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Project-proven Tapertubes are a dramatic leap forward in on-the-job pile 
performance. Superior design and robust construction means this remarkable
product delivers big advantages over conventional piles or other tapered piles.

Tapertube piles are the only tapered piles available with heavier wall thicknesses 
ranging up to 0.500" produced from mill-certified 50 ksi steel.

This extra thickness and higher grade steel often eliminates the need for coating
and internal reinforcement. Larger hammers may be used with these piles to provide
higher capacities and increased productivity, effectiveness, and lower costs.

Tapertube piles are available in an array of shapes and sizes to meet your soil 
and capacity requirements.

Tough, Trouble-Free, Patented Tapertube Piles
Save Time, Reduce Costs, Outperform Others

TAPERTUBE TM... 
The Ideal Piles for Land or Marine Projects

• Made from 50 ksi steel, higher grades available upon request
• High capacities for shorter driven lengths
• Conventional equipment and installation methods
• Reduces concrete volume requirements
• Factory attached cast steel points
• Tapertube diameters are made to match standard pipe sizes 

or even non-standard pipe sizes

• Directly driven... no mandrel or butt reinforcement required
• Full-butt welded splices for direct bearing of pipe extension 

on Tapertube
• Drive-fit DFP S-1800 sleeves may be used instead of 

welding to extend piles
• Heavier thickness provides greater drivability, eliminates 

need for coating and reinforcement

TAPERTUBE ADVANTAGES

PO Box 688 • Franklin Lakes, NJ 07417-0688
201-337-5748 • fax: 201-337-9022 • www.pileline.com

We invite your inquiries for specific site applications.

Tapertube_Ad_Nov10_Lester  11/22/10  9:25 AM  Page 1





executive Director’s Message

Wrap-up to Another 
Successful Year!
The PDCA is committed to bringing greater 
value to its members in 2012

The PDCA is proud to present the final edition of Pile-
Driver magazine for 2011. I hope you have enjoyed 
reading the feature articles, learning more about our 

member companies and their projects, and hearing from your 
President, Buck Darling.

PileDriver magazine continues to improve each year and 
2011 was no exception. Under the direction and leadership 
of Pollyanna Cunningham, Chair, PDCA Communications 
Committee, all of the committee members have worked very 
hard to bring you the most up-to-date articles and informa-
tion surrounding the driven pile and deep foundations indus-
try. Thanks to Don Surrency (Cox), Dan Winters (Foster) 
and Patricia Barnes (Bayshore), PileDriver has been able to 
provide consistent articles on timber, steel and concrete; 
and Ryan Malony (Foley & Lardner) has kept you abreast of 
legal issues that impact your business on a daily basis. As an 
international organization, it was only fitting that the PDCA 
added an “International” section to PileDriver, and I want to 

thank the compa-
nies and individu-
als who contribut-
ed to this section, 
making its annual 
debut a success.

To our valued 
advertisers, the 
PDCA is grate-
ful to you for sup-
porting PileDriver 
throughout 2011. 
As the distribu-
tion of PileDriver 
magazine increas-
es, you should 
know your com-
pany’s informa-
tion, products and 
services are reach-
ing approximately 

17,500 readers who are responsible for making purchasing 
decisions every day.

The PDCA would also like to thank Jeff Lester, Sean 
Davis, Stone Wallace and Myles O’Reilly and the great team 
at Lester Publications for another successful year of publish-
ing PileDriver magazine. I know they will be working hard to 
produce an exceptional product for the PDCA in 2012.

In the PDCA E-Letter, there is a section titled, “Members 
On the Move”, which acts as a member’s in-house “Press 
Release” promoting your accomplishments. I want to take a 
moment to shine the “Members On the Move” spotlight on 
the PDCA. Recently, the PDCA moved its office from Suite 
215 to Suite 6 – same building (second floor to the ground 
level). As a result of this move, we have doubled our space, 
which was necessary to accommodate the PDCA’s newest 
employee, Elizabeth Hall, while providing much needed 
additional space.

Elizabeth is the new Director of Educational Programs 
and Events and will serve as a facilitator and coordinator of 
all existing and future PDCA educational programs, while 
handling educational/event logistics. She will be responsible 
for identifying educational opportunities, matched with 
the needs of the PDCA membership, including contractor, 
associate and engineering affiliate member categories. She 
will coordinate program identification and development 
on an independent basis, in conjunction with the PDCA 
Education Committee, PDCA Staff, or through cooperative 
liaisons with outside organizations/businesses.

If you get a chance, call Elizabeth at 888-311-7322 or 
email her at elizabeth@piledrivers.org and introduce yourself.

As we conclude 2011 and begin 2012, one thing that 
starts all over again is your continued commitment to mem-
bership in the PDCA. The PDCA recognizes that in this 
economy, everyone has to make difficult decisions on where 
to spend hard-earned dollars. When considering your mem-
bership in the PDCA, consider this – the PDCA began in 
1995 – 16 years ago this past October 2011. The PDCA 
began as a result of a few forward-thinking, entrepreneurial 
visionaries who saw an opportunity for competitors to come 

By Stevan A. Hall, Executive Director, Pile Driving Contractors Association

“ The PDCA rec-
ognizes that in this 

economy, everyone 
has to make difficult 

decisions on where 
to spend hard-

earned dollars. ”
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together for information, advocacy, research and statistics, 
standard-setting, and networking. 

I recently attended a forum in Phoenix with your 
President, Buck Darling, to discuss the potential formation 
of a GeoProfessionals Foundation. During that meeting, 
Michael McMillian, Academy of GeoProfessional, told a 
story he had heard about a group who planted a tree knowing 
full well that those who planted the tree would not reap the 
benefits of the shade it would eventually provide, but by their 
very act, would be providing shade for future generations. 
That small group of men who started the PDCA in October 
1995 knew full well that they may not reap the benefits of 
what they started, but by their actions, they knew that those 
who came after them would be the benefactors of their dedi-
cation and hard work – and they knew what they were doing 
was right. By renewing your 2012 membership in the PDCA, 
you not only enjoy the “shade” provided by those that came 
before you, but you also provide the “shade” for the genera-
tions who will follow you. I believe that is a worthwhile legacy!

Through the dedicated efforts of your Board of Directors, 
Committees and staff, the PDCA is committed to bringing 
greater value to its members in 2012. In order to do this and 
to continue to promote your business and industry, the PDCA 
needs your support in 2012. Please give serious consideration 
where you spend your hard earned dollars, and make your deci-
sion the Pile Driving Contractors Association. t

executive Director’s Message

PDCA Updates
We have moved and expanded our office – we are now  
located at 1857 Wells Rd. Ste. 6 Orange Park, FL 32073
 
We have hired a new Director of Education and Events – 
Elizabeth Hall, elizabeth@piledrivers.org
 
PDCa is on social media 
Facebook: 
http://j.mp/PDCAonFaceBook
 
Twitter:  
http://twitter.com/PDCAorg
 
LinkedIn:  
http://j.mp/PDCAonLinkedIn
 
PDCA is also now mobile
Android users can download the PDCA App:  
http://j.mp/PDCAonAndroid
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Underpinning 
& Foundation

Underpinning & Foundation Skanska

Drilled Sha  s      Secant Piles        Slurry Walls      Micro Piles          Rock Anchors     Driven Piles

  eht fo rebmem A
Skanska Founda  ons Group

 46-36 54th Road   Maspeth, NY  11378   ph. 718.786.6557        www.usa.skanska.com/underpinning

Underpinning’s professional
engineering staff  can evaluate 
your most complex projects 
and off er eff ec  ve alterna  ve 
designs to reduce costs and 
keep the project moving on 
schedule.

Innovative

Engineering 

Excellence

.........Since 1897



2011 PDCA Officers, Directors,  
Committee Chairs & Committee Members
officers
Herbert “Buck” Darling
President
Herbert F. Darling, Inc.
P: 716-632-1125 
F: 716-632-0705
131 California Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221
bdarling@hfdarling.com 

Don Dolly
Immediate Past President
Foundation Constructors, Inc.
P: 800-841-8740
F: 925-625-5783
P.O. Box 97
Oakley, CA 94561
ddolly@foundationpile.com

Dave Chapman
Vice President
Blakeslee Arpaia Chapman, Inc.
P: 203-483-2947
F: 203-488-3997
200 North Branford Road
Branford, CT 06405
dchapman@bac-inc.com

Rusty Signor
Secretary
Signor Enterprises
P: 512-264-8300
F: 512-264-8301
18418 Hamilton Pool Road 
Austin, TX 787138 
rusty@signorenterprises.com

Mike Justason
Treasurer
Bermingham Foundation Solutions
P: 800-668-9432
F: 905-528-6187
600 Ferguson Ave.
Wellington St. Marine Terminal
Hamilton, ON, Canada L8L 4Z9
mjustason@berminghammer.com

Stevan A. Hall
Executive Director
P: 888-311-PDCA (7322)
F: 904-215-2977
P.O. Box 66208
Orange Park, FL 32065
steve@piledrivers.org

Directors
Crandall Bates
Balfour Beatty Infrastructure
P: 707-427-8900
F: 707-427-8901
2333 Courage Drive
Suite C
Fairfield, CA 94533
cbates@bbiius.com

Sonny DuPre
Cape Romain Contractors
South Carolina Chapter Representative
P: 843-884-5167
F: 843-884-0516
660 Cape Romain Road
Wando, SC 29492
sonny@caperomaincontractors.com

Irv Ragsdale
Clark Foundations, LLC
P: 301-272-8241
F: 301-272-1915
7500 Old Georgetown Road
Bethesda, MD 20814-6196
irv.ragsdale@clarkconstruction.com

B. Cooper
Cooper Crane and Rigging
P: 415-892-2778
F: 415-892-9229
PO Box 2540
Novato, CA 94948
cooper@coopercrane.com

Pat Hannigan
GRL Engineers, Inc.
P: 847-221-2750
F: 847-670-7008
1540 E. Dundee Road, Suite 108 
Palatine, IL 60074
pat@pile.com

Mike Loftus
Loftus Contracting Corp.
P: 914-488-5820
F: 914-488-5821
51 Route 100
Suite 2A
Briarcliff Manor, NY 10510 
mikeloftus@loftuscontracting.com

Gene Merlino
MG Forge Construction Company, LLC
P: 973-831-5970
F: 973-831-5974
125 Pompton Plains Crossroads
Wayne, NJ 07470
genem@mgforge.com

Mike Elliott
Pile Equipment, Inc.
P: 904-284-1779
F: 904-284-2588
1058 Roland Ave.
Green Cove Springs, FL 32043
melliott@pile-eqp.net

Richard Gilbert
Skyline Steel
P: 800-433-6460
F: 678-584-9778
3250 Peachtree Industrial Blvd.
Suite 203
Duluth, GA 30096
rgilbert@skylinesteel.com

Doug Keller
Richard Goettle, Inc.
P: 513-825-8100
F: 513-828-8107
12071 Hamilton Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45231
dkeller@goettle.com

Eric Alberghini
Norwalk Marine Construction
P: 203-866-3344
F: 203-853-0342
111 Harbor Avenue
Norwalk, CT 06850
ealberghini@norwalkmarine.com

Scott Callaway
Cajun Deep Foundations, LLC
P: 225-753-5857
F: 225-282-0074
15635 Airline Hwy.
Baton Rouge, LA 70817  
scottc@cajunusa.com

Board of Directors
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Marty Corcoran
Corman Marine Construction
P: 410-424-1870
F: 410-424-1871
711 East Ordnance Road, Suite 715
Baltimore, MD 21226
mcorcoran@cormanmarine.com

Finance Committee Chair:
Buck Darling
P: 716-632-1125
F: 716-632-0705
131 California Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221
bdarling@hfdarling.com

Finance Committee Members:
Van Hogan, Wayne Waters, Randy 
Dietel, Harry Robbins, Stevan A. Hall
Tom Davis – Financial Advisory
Tom Hallquest – PDCA Accountant

Membership Development     
Committee Chair:
John King
P: 843-763-7736
F: 843-763-7974
4530 Hwy. 162
Hollywood, SC 29449 
kingpiledrive@aol.com

Membership Development     
Committee Members:

Van Hogan
Mark Weisz
Trey Ford

Alternates
Harry Robbins
Randy Dietel

Education Committee Chair:
Mohamad Hussein
P: 407-826-9539
F: 407-826-4747
8000 South Orange Ave, Suite 225
Orlando, Florida 32809
MHGRL@pile.com

Education Committee Members:
Garland Likins, George Goble, Gerald 
Verbeek, Jim Frazier, John Linscott, Mark 
Weisz, Mike Justason, Pat Hannigan, 
Rusty Signor, Steven Kiser, Van Hogan

Market Development Committee Chair:
Phil Wright
P: 678-714-6730
F: 678-714-5950
130 Satellite Blvd NE, Suite A
Swanee, GA 30024 
pwright@lbfoster.com

Market Development Committee 
Members:
Stan Baucum, Pollyanna Cunningham, 
Mike Elliott, Dean Matthews,  
Scott Whitaker, Phil Wright

Technical Committee Chair:
Dale Biggers
P: 504-821-2400
F: 504-821-0714
P.O. Drawer 53266
New Orleans, LA 70153 
dbiggers@bohbros.com

Technical Committee Members:
Billy Camp, Charlie Ellis, Dean 
Matthews, Garland Likins, George 
Goble, Gerald Verbeek, John Linscott, 
Randy Dietel, Scott Whitaker, Van 
Komurka, David Chapman.

Communications Committee Chair:
Pollyanna Cunningham
P: 888-ICE-USA1
301 Warehouse Drive
Matthews, NC 28104 
pcunningham@ICEUSA.com

Communications Committee Members:
Garland Likins, Steve Whitty, Doug 
Scaggs, Van Hogan, Billy Harris, Don 
Surrency, Dan Winters

Environmental Committee Chair:
Herbert “Buck” Darling
P: 716-632-1125 
F: 716-632-0705
131 California Drive
Williamsville, NY 14221 
bdarling@hfdarling.com

Environmental Committee Members:
Barry Roth, Camilo Alverz, Bud Abbott, 
Chuck Blakeman, Ed Hajduk, Jim Bay, 
Joe Savarese, Mark Miller, Warren Waite
 
Safety Committee:
PDCA Board of Directors 
Contact PDCA 
Stevan A. Hall
P: 888-311-PDCA (7322) 
steve@piledrivers.org

Board of Directors
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CONSOLIDATED PIPE & SUPPLY
1205 HILLTOP PARKWAY
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35204

BUS.: (205) 323-7261
FAX: (205) 251-7838
CELL: (205) 739-1211

BRIAN ROGERS

brogers@consolidatedpipe.com

STRUCTURAL DIVISION

Steel Pipe
   • All Sizes and Specifications
   • Cut to Length
   • Tested Material
   • Mill Certification
   • Coating and Lining to all Specifications

Applications for:
   • Piling
   • Foundation
   • Marine
   • Bridge
   • Tunnel Bore Casing
   • Micropile

Prompt Delivery

SSTRUCTURALTRUCTURAL DDIVISIONIVISION

Dedicated To Service 
For Over 50 Years.

Consolidated Pipe & Supply, Inc.
Consolidated Pipe & Supply Company, Incorporated is a Birmingham, Alabama based company with branch 
locations and sales offices located in 19 states.

Founded in 1960, it has provided materials and services to the energy, oil & gas, chemical, petro-chemical, 
mining, pulp & paper and construction industries for over 50 years.

1-800-467-7261                            WWW.CONSOLIDATEDPIPE.COM



We are the premier association  
for pile-driving contractors

The PDCA was founded in 1995 to promote the use of 
driven-pile solutions in all cases where they are effective. We 
strive to build and maintain working relationships among 
end users, manufacturers, government agencies, educational 
institutions, engineers and others involved in the design,  
installation and quality control of the driven pile.

We are dedicated to advancing the driven pile
As the only organization solely dedicated to pile-driving 

contractors, we know that you understand the superiority of 
the driven pile in most applications. We are the only associa-
tion addressing the intrusion of non-driven solutions that take 
away business from the driven-pile contractor. The PDCA 
understands that to survive in today’s competitive market-
place, a pile-driving contractor must strive to stay abreast of 
the latest trends and technologies in the industry. That is why 
we maintain close ties with the world’s leading suppliers to 
the industry. It’s why we provide a broad range of educational 
programs for university professors, practicing engineers and 
contractors. And, it’s why more and more contractors, engi-
neers and suppliers are realizing that the PDCA significantly 
increases their value in the marketplace.

We are a direct link to decision makers
Major manufacturers take an active role supporting the 

PDCA. At our conferences, we bring together the world’s  

leading design manufacturers and technical application experts 
to assist you in advancing the driven pile as a superior product.

The PDCA works closely with the technical community 
to format design codes and installation practices. We offer 
seminars throughout the country for engineers and educa-
tors on the capabilities and advantages of the driven pile. 
We also work with agencies, such as the Federal Highway 
Administration and state DOTs, which develop specifica-
tions for highway building and other infrastructure projects 
that use driven piles.

We offer timely, valuable services
The PDCA improves your company’s bottom line, as well 

as your stature in the construction industry, through a variety 
of programs and services:

Job referrals
We are the only organization that provides contractor 

referrals to end users of driven piles. You tell us where you will 
drive piles and we will refer you to end users. We also provide 
referrals to our supplier and technical members.

Peer-to-peer opportunities
With more than 120 contractor members, the PDCA 

offers many networking opportunities. Whether at our Annual 
Conference, DICEP conference, our regional seminars, or by 
just picking up the phone, you’ll develop long-lasting profes-
sional relationships and friendships in the industry.

MEMBERSHIP 

BENEFITS
General Membership Information

the Pile Driving Contractors association
“a Driven Pile is a tested Pile”
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annual membership directory
As a member, you’ll receive PDCA’s annual 

membership directory of our contractor, supplier 
and technical members. Your company is listed 
along with the piling solutions you employ and 
states in which you work. This directory is pro-
vided throughout the year to construction users 
on a complimentary basis. 

educational conferences and meetings
The PDCA offers cutting-edge education 

for contractors, engineers, geotechs and any-
one else interested in the driven pile and its 
applications at two major conferences annual-
ly. Members receive discounts on exhibit and  
registration fees.
•	 The Annual Conference, held in early 

Spring since 1997, is a nationally rec-
ognized conference that brings together 
leading contractors, technical experts 
and suppliers to the piling industry.

•	 The Design and Installation of  
Cost-Efficient Driven Piles Conference 
(DICEP), held each September since 
2000, is a nationally recognized con-
ference that brings together geotechni-
cal and design engineers, college profes-
sors and contractors to discuss the latest 
trends in understanding, analyzing and 
controlling piling costs.

industry development
The PDCA continually strives to expand 

market share for the driven pile. The PDCA 
sponsors the Professors’ Driven Pile Institute, 
held at Utah State University in Logan, Utah. 
Up to 25 professors from major engineering 
schools are invited to participate in an intensive, 
weeklong program that presents them with the 
latest concepts in driven-pile design, installation 
and quality control. Some of the leading faculty 
in the deep foundation field have attended the 
institute to date. The program supplies the edu-
cators with the tools and knowledge to be able 
to teach their students about the advantages of 
the driven pile. It promises to have a long-term 
impact on market share for the driven pile. 

Publications and reference materials
As a PDCA member, you will receive our 

quarterly publication, PileDriver, which pres-
ents articles on issues and trends of interest 
to our industry. As a member, you’ll receive  
discounts on advertising in the magazine.

PDCA also offers the Installation 
Specifications for Driven Pile-PDCA Specification 
103-07 as a CD to all new members at no charge.

The PDCA also sells Driven Pile Foundations, 

Volume I&II, an FHWA manual on the design 
and construction of driven piles. 

Connect worldwide at www.piledrivers.org
The PDCA’s newly redesigned website at 

www.piledrivers.org lets you research the latest 
trends in the industry and find direct links to 
manufacturers, suppliers, engineers and others. 
PDCA members receive a free listing in our 
member search area, which is being used by an 
increasing number of end users to find pile driv-
ing contractors and services. Our forums area 
makes it easy for you to connect with others to 
discuss issues and problems.

leadership opportunities
Membership in the PDCA provides 

opportunities for recognition and leadership. 
Positions are available on the PDCA board of 
directors and various committees that impact 
the industry. The PDCA recognizes noteworthy 
contributions to the industry with our Driven 
Pile Project of the Year Award, giving opportu-
nities for high profile recognition.

Membership is available to you
There is strength in numbers and we 

at the PDCA need to count your company 
when telling government agencies, engineers 
and suppliers that we are interested in keep-
ing your business viable and in growing mar-
ket share for the driven pile. We need your 
ideas and efforts in working together toward a 
common goal: the use of driven-pile solutions. 
You can contribute your expertise and assist 
the Association in developing:
•	 A	greater	focus	on	safety.
•	 The	quality	of	driven	pile	products.
•	 The	formatting	of	codes	and	specifications	

for the driven pile.
•	 Support	for	a	program	to	help	educate	stu-

dents in the use of driven piles.
Join today. Be part of a growing and vibrant 

organization that will play a key role in the 
future of deep foundations. Support your indus-
try by completing the membership application 
in this issue. You will immediately begin to enjoy  
benefits of membership. t

“through its programs 
and services, PDCa 
has presented 
our company 
with numerous 
opportunities to 
continue our business 
success. it is certainly 
a cornerstone for 
growth in a very 
competitive business.”
D.R. Jordan, President and CEO, 

Jordan Pile Driving, Inc.
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PDCAPDCA

Please send this completed application to PDCA | P.O. Box 66208, Orange Park, FL 32065 | 1857 Wells Road, Suite 214, Orange Park, FL 32073 
Phone: 888-311-PDCA (7322) | Fax: 904-215-2977 | www.piledrivers.org
(If faxing application to PDCA, please be sure to send both sides.)

step 1: Company information 

Company Name: ________________________________________________________________________________________

Contact Name: _________________________________________________________________________________________

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone:  ______________________________________________________ Fax: _____________________________________

City / State / Zip:  _______________________________________________________________________________________

Company Home Page:  _________________________________________ E-mail:  __________________________________

step 2: select Membership type
Important! Read carefully! The PDCA Bylaws define member classifications and qualifications. Dues are established by the 
PDCA Board of Directors and shown in ( ) for each type.

●● Contractor Member – General or Specialty contractor who commonly installs driven piles for foundations and earth 
retention systems.  
 ● Contractor I Member Company – Annual volume > $ 2 million ($850.00) 
 ● Contractor II Member Company – Annual volume < $ 2 million ($425.00)

●● Associate Member – Firms engaged in the manufacture and/or supply of equipment, materials, or services to the pile  
driving industry. 
 ● Associate I Member Company – Annual volume > $ 2 million ($850.00) 
 ● Associate II Member Company – Annual volume < $ 2 million ($425.00) 
 ● Local Associate Member Company  ($100.00)  
  Small Associate Company desiring membership in a single local chapter, who only serves that local market, and  
  whose interest is to support the local chapter. Membership must be approved by PDCA Executive Committee.

●● Engineering Affiliate – Any Engineering company, firm, corporation, or individual (Structural, Geotechnical, Civil, etc) 
involved in the design, consulting, testing or other engineering aspect associated with driven piles, deep foundations or 
earth retention systems. 
 ● Engineering Affiliate – 1-5 offices ($100 per office) 
  Listing up to 5 Individuals per office at no additional charge 
 ● Engineering Affiliate – 6-11 offices ($90.00 per office) 
  Listing up to 5 Individuals per office at no additional charge 
 ● Engineering Affiliate – 12+ offices ($80.00 per office) 
  Listing up to 5 Individuals per office at no additional charge

●● Individual Member –  ($50.00) 
An individual employed full-time by a university or college and teaching Undergraduate or Graduate courses in  
engineering; or an individual employed full-time by the government. This is a non-voting membership category.

●● Retired Industry Member –  ($50.00) 
Individual who has reached retirement age, left active employment, and wishes to remain a member. This is a non-voting 
membership category.  

●● Student Member –  ($20.00) 
Full time students studying towards a bachelor, master or doctorate degree in a regular university program. This is a  
non-voting membership category.

●● Affiliate Labor Organization Member –  ($100.00) 
Concerned with pile driving for the purpose of gathering and sharing information. This is a non-voting membership  
category. Must be approved by the PDCA Executive Committee. 

✂Perforated for 
easy removal.
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PDCA

step 3: Member information 
(complete only the category for which you are applying)

A. Contractor Members – check all services that your company provides:
  ❒ Bridge Buildings ❒ Docks and Wharves ❒ Marine
  ❒ Bulkheads ❒ Earth Retention ❒ Pile Driving
  ❒ Deep Dynamic Compaction ❒ General Contracting ❒ Other 
  ❒ Deep Excavation ❒ Highway and Heavy Civil

B. Associate and Engineering Affiliates Members – check all products and/or services that your company provides:
 Accessories
  ❒ Cutter Heads and Drill Bits ❒ Hoses and Fittings ❒ Pile Points and Splicer’s
  ❒ Dock and Marine Supplies ❒ Lubricants and Grease ❒ Rigging Supplies
  ❒ Hammer Cushions ❒ Pile Cushions ❒ Other
  ❒ Safety Equipment

 Materials
  ❒ Aluminum Sheet Piles ❒ Composite Piles ❒ Steel Sheet Piles
  ❒ Coatings and Chemicals ❒ H-Piles ❒ Structural Steel
  ❒ Concrete Piles ❒ Steel Pipe Piles ❒ Other
  ❒ Synthetic Material Piles ❒ Timber Piles/Treated Lumber
 
 Equipment
  ❒ Air Compressors and Pumps ❒ Drive Caps and Inserts ❒ Leads and Spotters
  ❒ Cranes ❒ Hammers ❒ Marine Equipment
  ❒ Drill Equipment ❒ Hydraulic Power Packs ❒ Specialized Rigs and Equipment

 Services
  ❒ Consulting ❒ Geotechnical ❒ Testing
  ❒ Design ❒ Marine Drayage ❒ Trucking
  ❒ Freight Brokerage ❒ Surveying ❒ Vibration Monitoring
  ❒ Analysis ❒ Civil and Design ❒ Other
  ❒ Materials Testing ❒ Pile Driving Monitoring
 
 General
  ❒ Rental ❒ Sales

step 4: geographic areas Where services and Products are available
(All applicants check all that apply)
● ❒●All States● ❒●AK● ❒●AL● ❒●AR● ❒●AZ● ❒●CA● ❒●CO● ❒●CT ❒●DC 
● ❒●DE● ❒●FL● ❒●GA● ❒●HI● ❒●IA● ❒●ID● ❒●IL ❒●IN● ❒●KS 
● ❒●KY● ❒●LA● ❒●MA● ❒●MD● ❒●ME● ❒●MI● ❒●MN● ❒●MO● ❒●MS 
● ❒●MT● ❒●NC● ❒●ND● ❒●NE● ❒●NH● ❒●NJ● ❒●NM● ❒●NV● ❒●NY 
● ❒●OH● ❒●OK● ❒●OR● ❒●PA● ❒●RI● ❒●SC● ❒●SD● ❒●TN● ❒●TX 
● ❒●UT● ❒●VA● ❒●VT● ❒●WA● ❒●WI● ❒●WV● ❒●WY● ❒●Canada● ❒●Mexico 
● ❒●Europe● ❒●Germany● ❒●Other

step 5: Method of Payment
I am providing payment in the amount of: _____________________________________________________________________
I am making payment in full by: ❒ Check ❒ Visa  ❒ MasterCard ❒ American Express
Card Number: ___________________________________________________________________ Expiration Date: __________  
Name on Card: __________________________________________________________________ CVV Code: ______________  
Statement Billing Address:  _________________________________________________________________________________  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please complete this application and mail to: 
PDCA – 1857 Wells Road - Suite 6 Orange Park, Florida 32073 or Fax to: 904-215-2977
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800.474.5326
bauerpileco.com 

info@bauerpileco.com
facebook.com/bauerpileco

The RG Universal Piling Rigs 
with telescopic or fixed leaders 
are designed for transferring 
high crowd forces and torque. 
In combination with high engine 
power they are ideally suitable 
for various applications. 

• Vibratory systems
• Impact driving systems
• Pressing
• Rotary drilling
• Soil mixing systems

THE VALUE OF PERFORMANCE

View exclusive content on 
your mobile device. Down-
load a Quick Response 
application for your smart 
phone and scan the bar 
code.

PDCA Qt 2 Ad 2011.indd   1 4/21/2011   3:39:08 PM



2011 New PDCA Members
The following is a list of all members who have joined the PDCA in the last quarter . The association welcomes everyone on the list!

Contractor Members
Hayward Baker, inc. 
Kevin Lewis 
208 Little Santee Road 
Colfax, NC 27235 
Phone: 336-668-0884 
Fax: 336-668-3259 
www.haywardbaker.com 
kclewis@haywardbaker.com

Mid-gulf Foundations, llC 
Tom Howard 
7989 Pecue Lane, Suite 5E 
Baton Rouge, LA 70884 
USA 
Phone: 225-752-0404 
Fax: 225-752-0404 
thoward@midgulfllc.com

Miller Bros. Construction 
Randall Zeisloft 
PO Box 70 
Archbold, OH 43502 
USA 
Phone: 419-445-8110 
Fax: 419-445-8212 
www.millerbrosconst.com 
randyzeisloft@MBCholdings.com

shimmick Construction Company, inc. 
Scott Laumann 
8201 Edgewater Drive, Suite 202 
Oakland, CA 94621 
USA 
Phone: 510-777-5000 
Fax: 510-777-5099 
www.shimmick.com 
slaumann@shimmick.com

trevcon Construction Co., inc 
Ronald Treveloni 
30 Church St. 
Liberty Corner, NJ 07938 
Phone: 908-580-0200 
Fax: 908-580-0880 
rtreveloni@trevcon.com

associate Members
american equipment &    
Fabricating Corp.  
Joe Gelardi 
100 Water Street 
East Providence, RI 02914 
USA 
Phone: 401-438-2626 
Fax: 401-437-0764 
www.american-equipment.com 
j.gelardi@american-equipment.com

Colfax treating Company, llC 
Hollis Ervin 
74 Wadley Street 
Pineville, LA 71360 
USA 
Phone: 318-561-6012 
Fax: 318445-9144 
www.royomartin.com

Decks & Docks lumber Co., inc. 
Beth Price 
1281 Court Street 
Clearwater, FL 33756 
USA 
Phone: 727-466-9663 
Fax: 727-442-8999 
www.deck-docks.com 
bprice@decks-docks.com

independence tube Corporation 
Jim O’Shea 
6226 West 74th Street  
Chicago, IL 60638 
Phone: 708-496-0380 
Fax: 708-563-1950 
www.independencetube.com 
joshea@independencetube.com

Kahn steel Co. 
Nelson Smith 
1710 Southern Rd. 
Kansas City 64120 
Phone: 913-642-6426 
Fax: 913-642-6622 
www.kahnsteel.com

Parker Hannifin Corp - Hose 
Products Division 
Angela Brown 
30240 Lakeland Blvd. 
Wickliffe, OH 44092 
USA 
Phone: 440-516-3285 
www.parker.com 
angela.brown@parker.com

Psl north america 
K.Kaye Linkendhoger 
13092 Sea Plane Road 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 
USA 
Phone: 222-822-1823 
Fax: 228-533-7768 
www.pslna.com 
klinkenhoger@pslna.com

seaboard steel Corporation 
Phil Stanhope 
3912 Goodrich Avenue 
Sarasota, FL 34234 
USA 
Phone: 941-335-9773 
Fax: 941-351-7064 
www.seaboardsteel.com 
phil@seaboardsteel.com

new Members

Pacific Pile & Marine, LP, is a heavy civil and marine  
construction firm specializing in remote access, seasonal  

restrictions and logisitically demanding projects.

From pile driving to dredging to pier construction, PPM has  
the necessary equipment and knowledge set to deliver quality 

marine-based infrastructure throughout North America.

582 South Riverside Drive
Seattle, WA  98108

Telephone: (206) 331-3873  |  Fax: (206) 774-5958
www.pacificpile.comSafety | Quality | Innovation

SR 99 S. Holgate to S. King Street  
– Viaduct Replacement  

Seattle, Washington
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t & r Pipeline 
Chris Prause 
15110 Hooper Road 
Houston, TX 77245 
USA 
Phone: 713-413-9120 
www.newsteelpipe.com 
cprause@trpipe.com

WHeCo Corporation 
Jay Shiffler 
2989 Kingsgate Way 
Richland, WA 99354 
USA 
Phone: 512-633-7413 
Fax: 512-863-9779 
www.wheco.com 
jshiffler@wheco.com

engineering affiliate Members
engineering Partners international, 
llC 
Chad Underwood 
2310 White Oak Ct. 
Hudson, WI 54016 
Phone: 612-751-8648 
Fax: 952-884-0491 
www.engineeringpartners.net 
cunderwood@engineeringpartners.net

etrac engineering, llC 
Greg Gibson 
637 Lindaro Street, Suite 100 
San Rafael, CA 94901 
USA 
Phone: 707-529-0327 
Fax: 415-480-2032 
www.etracengineering.com 
greg@etracengineering.com

McManus geotech limited 
Kevin McManus 
44 Halifax Street 
Nelson, New Zealand 7010 
New Zealand 
Phone: 64-27-201-7793 
k.mcmanus@xtra.co.nz

Professional service industries 
Jeffrey Campbell 
5801 Benjamin Center Drive,  
Suite 112 
Tampa, FL 33634 
USA 
Phone: 813-886-1075 
Fax: 813-888-6514 
www.psiusa.com 
jeffrey.campbell@psiusa.com

terra-Mechanics, inc. 
David Harrison 
1339 Middle Road Ext., Suite A 
Gisonia, PA 15044 
Phone: 724-4496250 
Fax: 724-449-6254 
www.terra-mechanics.com 
dave.harrison@terra-mechanics.com

new Members

ONTARIO
3320 Miles Road, RR#3
Mount Hope, Ontario
L0R 1WO

Local: (905) 679-6999
Toll Free: (877) 468-7473
Fax: (905) 679-6544

QUEBEC
805 1 ère Avenue
Ville Ste. Catherine, Quebec
J5C 1C5

Local: (450) 638-3320
Toll Free: (888) 514-0040
Fax: (450) 638-3340

www.interpipe.com

Interpipe Inc. is a steel pipe distributor of new 
and used structural steel pipe. We have two 
large stocking locations of Seamless, ERW, 
Spiralweld and DSAW pipe.

3” OD – 48” OD in a variety of wall thicknesses 
are stocked in both locations.

Piling Pipe 80,000 min yield seamless pipe for 
Micro Piling.

Seamless and ERW pipe for Driven Piles, 
Screw Piles and Drill Piles.

Large Diameter pipe for Driven Pile or Caissons. 
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The 16th Annual International Conference and Expo
Albuquerque Hyatt Regency Downtown 

April 25-27, 2012 

Rise Above Your
Competition! 

  
 

A Conference on Business &
Technology 

 
 

 

Albuquerque, New Mexico
“Land of Enchantment”

 

 

   

   

   

                           A Driven Pile...Is A Tested Pile!
 

Earn Up 

to 6.5

PDHs
 

 



Sec�on I: Company Informa�on: 

Contractor    Supplier    Manufacturer  Engineer   Other:    

Company Name:    

Address:     Suite: 
  

City:     State:     Zip: 
  

Phone:     Website:    
Sec�on II: Registra�on Informa�on: 

Name: 

  

Email: 

  

Name: 

  

Email: 

  

Name: 

  

Email: 

  

Name: 

  

Email: 

  

Sec�on III: PDCA Member Conference/Co‐opera�ng Organiza�ons Choice: 

Registra�on Type  Indicate # of Registra�ons     Amount  Total: 
Early Bird ‐1st Registra�on     x  $675.00    
Early Bird – Addi�onal A�endees     x  $625.00    
A�er Early Bird     x  $725.00    
On‐Site Registra�on     x  $875.00    

Sec�on IV: NON‐PDCA Member Conference Choice: 
Registra�on Type  Indicate # of Registra�ons     Amount  Total: 
Early Bird ‐1st Registra�on     x  $775.00    

Early Bird – Addi�onal A�endees     x  $750.00    

A�er Early Bird     x  $825.00    

On‐Site Registra�on     x  $875.00    
Sec�on V: All Others Conference Choice: 
Registra�on Type  Indicate # of Registra�ons     Amount  Total: 
Companion’s Program     x  $375.00    
Children (under the age of 21)     x  $75.00    

FHWA & State DOT Employees     x  $500.00    

Students – (Must iden�fy a�ending college or university)     x  $250.00    
One Day Pass – Thursday or Friday (may a�end all 
events for that specic day)     x  $450.00    

         Total:  $ 
Companion’s 
Name:    
Companion’s 
Name:    

Registration Form  Registration Form



Registration Form  

Sec�on VI: Exhibitor Registra�on: 
Registra�on Type  Indicate # of Registra�ons     Amount  Total: 

Exhibitors who a�ended the 2011 Conference     x  $900.00    

Early Bird –Exhibitors     x  $1000.00    

PDCA Member Exhibitors     x  $1200.00    

NON‐PDCA Member Exhibitors     x  $1600.00    

Exhibitor Representa�ve:    Email:   

Exhibitor Representa�ve:    Email:   

   

PDCA will be conduc�ng raffle drawings during all Breaks and Recep�ons. There will be a limit of 36 items, one of which will 
be raffled off during the Annual Dinner. ‐ Please indicate the item you would like to have raffled off. A�endees must register 
for the drawings with exhibitors and be present to win.  

Sec�on VII: Golf Registra�on: 

Player’s Name 

Rental 
Clubs 
Y/N  Right Hand    Le� Hand 

Golfer 1:             

Golfer 2:             

Golfer 3:             

Golfer 4:             

Number of Club Rentals     X  $65.00  $ 
Number of Player’s     X  $115.00  $ 

   Total:  $ 

Sec�on VIII: Hot Air Balloon Ride: 

Rider 1: 

Rider 2: 

Rider 3: 

Rider 4: 

Number of Rider’s     x  $175.00  $ 

   Total:  $ 

Registration Form



Registration Form  

Sec on IX: Sponsorship: 
Sponsorship  Number Available  Please Check 

Box  
Amount  Total 

Pla�num Sponsor  Unlimited     $2500.00    

Opening Ceremony  2     $2,000.00    

Name Badges  1     $2,000.00    

Guest Room Key  1     $2,000.00    

Annual Recep�on & Dinner  Unlimited     $2000.00    

Companion’s Program  Unlimited     $1800.00    

Opening & Evening Recep�ons  Unlimited     $1800.00    

Business & Awards Luncheon  Unlimited     $1500.00    

Con�nental Breakfast  Unlimited     $1200.00    

Golf  Unlimited     $750.00    

Con�nental Breakfast & Breaks   Unlimited     $450.00    
 Silent Auc�on Item ‐ please  indicate if you or your company 
would like to contribute a silent auc�on item(s) by checking the 
box  
*The PDCA will contact you to discuss.         Total:  $ 

$ 

Registra�ons with Credit Card informa�on may be faxed to the PDCA at 
904‐215‐2977; or scanned and emailed to lori@piledrivers.org 

No Refunds a er April 1st, 2012 

Return the completed Registra�on Form and Payment to: 
PDCA  
1857 Wells Rd. Ste. 6 
Orange Park, FL 32073 

Sec on X: Payment Informa on: 

Company Name:  

Payment Method  VISA   
Master 
Card    AMEX    Check  

Credit Card Number:      CVV #  

Expira on Date      Name on Card   

Billing Address:     

City:      State    Zip Code   

Signature: 

For travel and hotel informa�on contact:  
Lorraine Engelman 
Blue Ribbon Travel / American Express 
11‐16 154th Street 
Whitestone, NY, 11357 
Tel: 718‐767‐5455    Fax: 718‐767‐5601 

lorraine@travelblueribbon.com 
www.travelblueribbon.com 

Registration Form



driven piles  |  acip piling  |  drill shafts  |  earth retention  |  marine construction

P.O. Box 104 Baton Rouge, LA 70821-0104

(800) 944-5857 • (225) 753-5857 • www.cajunusa.com

a  s u b s i d i a r y  o f  c a j u n  i n d u s t r i e s ,  l l c

DEEP FOUNDATIONS, LLC

Focused.
Driven.

STEEL PIPE

Toll free: 1-800-238-7473
Fax: 314-842-9064
Email: info@crestwoodtubulars.com

 - Please call for quotations -

Stocking distributors of
NEW and USED - STEEL PIPE
 • A252 / API / A500 grades of new pipe
 • “Reconditioned used” and “surplus” in stock
 • End plates / conical points / splicers, etc.
 • Coatings OD / ID ... coal tar, fusion bond, etc.
 • 4” pipe size to 120” fabricated caisson
 • Stocking locations throughout the U.S.
 • Small orders and large including mill direct

“Service with Integrity. Value with Quality”

Great Equipment
Great Support

Great Price

Pile Equipment, Inc.
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With nearly 200 acres of stock and high volume purchasing power with domestic and international vendors, Edgen Murray 

is your comprehensive procurement source for competitively priced, fully certif ied, mill-tested steel from large 

diameter heavy wall pipe to sheet and structural steel for:

MARINE PILING & CONSTRUCTION      LEVEE SYSTEMS      MAJOR CIVIL BUILDING STRUCTURES      DEEP FOUNDATIONS      WATER WORKS

PRIME STRUCTURAL PIPE

800.325.7909

FIND YOUR SPEC. C O M

P I P E    S T R U C T U R A L    P L A T E    V A L V E S    F I T T I N G S

11EMC007_Civil_8.25x10.875.indd   1 5/15/11   4:55 PM





Experience the progress.

Liebherr Nenzing Crane Co.
7075 Bennington Street
Houston, TX 77028-5812
Phone: +1 713 636 4050
Fax: +1 713 636 4051
crawler.crane@liebherr.com
www.liebherr.com The Group



Pacific Pile & Marine, LP (PPM) has achieved tremen-
dous success serving the pile foundation and marine 
construction markets. Over the past few years, PPM has 

performed projects throughout the Pacific Northwest, Mon-
tana, Alaska, Canada and Mexico.

 In today’s market, owners are soliciting projects of 
increased size and complexity. As a contractor, it requires you 
to be able to do a lot more and do it all well. PPM’s appetite for 
projects involving increasingly demanding logistical controls 
has helped the organization evolve into a solutions-based firm. 
With offices in Washington and Alaska, PPM is driven by a 
desire to maintain its reputation for producing extraordinary 
results in the face of real-time obstacles.

The name, Pacific Pile & Marine, may suggest they are 
a commodity contractor, but rest assured they are anything 
but. As evidenced by their design-build portfolio, PPM has 
the in-house design and engineering capability to perform a 
wide range of services. PPM likes to think of itself as a turn-
key, “Solutions Contractor”. In other words, Pacific Pile and 
Marine is in the business of delivering more than projects; 
they’re in the business of delivering solutions and have helped 
solve some of the more sophisticated construction problems 
across the Pacific Northwest. 

Currently, PPM is performing a project on a reservoir in 
Cougar, WA where the lay down area is approximately seven 

miles from the point of construction. The project calls for the 
installation of a permanent trestle and involves drilling rock 
anchors in 150 feet of water and driving 36-inch pile 250 feet 
through as much as 60 feet of overburden. 

As a highly experienced pile driving firm, PPM is espe-
cially notable for large-diameter pile driving techniques. Two 
recent examples include the Ebey Slough Bridge Replacement 
and SR 99 S. Holgate to S. King Street – Alaskan Way Viaduct 

Pacific Pile & Marine 
‘Solutions contractor’ grows 
through safety, quality and 
innovation
By Kustaa Mansfield

MeMBer Profile - Contractor
SR 99 Pile Pick

SR 992
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Replacement Project. 
The Ebey Slough Bridge Replacement Project served to 

replace an existing two-lane bridge with a four-lane, fixed-
span, steel bridge. PPM provided installation of driven pile 
foundations for bridge abutments and bridge piers located 
in the slough. Driven piles consisted of 4-foot diameter and 
6-foot diameter open-ended steel piles driven to depths of up 
to 250 feet. A state-of-the-art noise attenuation system was 
implemented to provide protection to the aquatic life during 
impact pile driving in the slough. 

The SR 99 S. Holgate to S. King Street – Alaskan Way 
Viaduct Replacement Project called for PPM to furnish, splice 
and drive 60-inch diameter, 36-inch diameter, 20-inch diam-
eter and 16-inch diameter steel piling for a temporary bridge 
to the West of the Seattle Viaduct. The temporary bridge is 
intended to serve as a bypass to allow demolition and removal 
of existing viaduct. In additional to piling considerations, the 

project required careful planning and coordination due to 
space limitations and multiple contractors occupying the same 
site to perform adjacent activities. 

While safety is without a doubt the foremost core value of 
the organization, PPM attributes a great deal of their success to 
delivering quality, innovative services as well. The philosophy 
of PPM is built around a dedication to safety, quality and inno-
vation. These key concepts permeate everything they do. They 
are very logistically strong; they see a challenge and feel com-
pelled to find a solution. In that sense, they seem to gravitate 
towards projects a lot of other contractors may shy away from. 

Consistently delivering value to clients through a cul-
ture dedicated to safety is a cornerstone of their firm. This 
simple principle has helped guide PPM through the economi-
cal downturn ensuring they maintain both their relationships 
and reputation. They are proud of their consistent ability to 
find cost-effective solutions for their clients. Since the com-

MeMBer Profile - Contractor

Ebey Slough Bridge Replacement

SR 99 Pile Splice
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MeMBer Profile - Contractor
safety first
As a growing and reputable company, Pacific Pile & Marine 
(PPM) values safety on and off the job. It’s a core value that 
is part of everything the company does. 

And PPM has been recognized for its outstanding 
safety record. 

Representatives from Seabright Insurance Company 
presented Pacific Pile & Marine with its first safety award in 
2009 for an outstanding safety record for the previous year.

In 2010, the insurance company again presented 
Pacific Pile & Marine with the award for exceptional safety. 

“How our company is viewed by our clients is largely 
driven by our commitment to delivering quality projects as 
safely and efficiently as possible.” – Kustaa Mansfield 

The philosophy of PPM is built around a dedication to 
safety, quality and innovation. We recognized the impor-
tance of environmental stewardship and continually seek 
low-impact alternatives. Conducting operations in a safe, 
environmentally responsible manner is a top priority of 
PPM, leaders in the industry.

Vibration Monitoring: Ground, Water & Air.

Inclinometer, Piezometer & Tiltmeter Systems.

Remote Reading for Economical Long Term Monitoring

1300 22nd Street, Suite A, San Francisco CA  94107

Phone: 415-641-2570           Fax: 415-282-4097

Municon Consultants
Vibration Monitoring, Construction Instrumentation, Photo Surveys

Honesty, Integrity and ComPASSION

Trinity Products is a 
Principle based company: 

Trinity Products   |   1969 West Terra Lane   |   O’Fallon, MO  63366
Toll-free: 800-456-7473   |   Fax: 636-639-6258

Web: www.trinityinc.com   |   Email: sales@trinityinc.com
For any inquiries call Bo Griggs at ext. 113

Servicing the United States, 
Canada and Puerto Rico

No job too small or too large. 
We provide custom fabrication products and 
services that include stamped engineering, 
CAD generated drawings, material certifi ca-
tion, in-process QA and weld inspection, and 
much more....
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pany’s first day in business, their highly motivated and skilled 
employees have shared this goal and continue to deliver the 
highest degree of value to their clients as safely, efficiently and 
environmentally soundly as possible. 

PPM’s on-going commitment to employee and public 
safety along with environmental stewardship is based on an 

organizational culture established by the leadership of PPM’s 
management team. Through environmental and public leader-
ship, they endeavor to deliver lasting value to the stakeholders 
they serve. t
Photos courtesy of Pacific Pile & Marine

MeMBer Profile - Contractor

BUILT ON SOLID FOUNDATIONS

1000 John Roebling Way
Saxonburg, PA 16056
O�ce: 724-443-1533
Fax: 724-443-8733
www.brayman.com

Heavy Civil and Geotechnical Contractors
Sheet Piling • Marine Construction Services • Driven/Drilled Piles • Dock Walls

Loading and Unloading Facilities • Drilled Shafts • Coffercells • Intake/Outfall Structures

Core competencies

Logistically difficult construction 
Pacific Pile & Marine specializes in projects that require 
complicated logistics, seasonal restrictions, environmental 
constraints and long lead time materials. 

The company workforce has been working in the Alaska 
market for more than a decade under challenging conditions 
on projects requiring specialized skillsets. 

These types of projects require a dedication to pre-
planning, a full understanding of the environment, excellent 
control of scheduling and logistical support. The company 
has been able to successfully deliver these projects – on time, 
and on budget. 

Heavy civil and marine construction 
Pacific Pile & Marine brings with it over 30 years marine 
construction experience and continues to diligently develop 
those services with every project. Leveraging a solid base of 
resources, PPM’s workforce has completed many heavy civil 
construction projects throughout the Pacific Northwest, 
Montana and Alaska. PPM has the capacity and knowledge 

set to deliver quality marine-based infrastructure throughout 
North America. 

Foundation construction 
Pacific Pile & Marine has the equipment and expertise to 
perform a wide range of land and marine-based foundation 
services. These include: 

•	 and and water-based pile driving of steel, concrete 
and timber piles 

•	 work trestle construction
•	 rock anchors, pile-socketing and large diameter shaft 

drilling
•	 sheet pile cofferdam construction 
•	 cast-in-place concrete

Design-build construction
Pacific Pile & Marine is experienced in alternative methods 
of contract delivery such as design-build. 

PPM’s alternate delivery portfolio includes the design-
build contract to design and construct the Carl E. Moses 
Small Boat harbor in Dutch Harbor, Alaska. 
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Pipe: Spiralweld and Rolled & Welded
• Wide Range of Lengths, Diameters and 

Thicknesses
• Custom Lengths
• Accepted by DOTs in Seismically  

Active Areas
• Spiralweld Pipe is Structurally  

Equal to API Pipe*
*According to full-scale university study conducted in 2009 

Skyline Steel’s flagship products include H-piles, pipe piles, hot rolled and cold formed steel sheet piles, threaded bar, 
micropiles, accessories, structural shapes and connectors. Of the products we manufacture and supply, 80% are made 
from recycled steel and are 100% recyclable.

A premier steel foundation supplier serving the US, Canada, Mexico, Central America, Caribbean and South American markets, Skyline Steel is 
a wholly-owned subsidiary of ArcelorMittal, the world’s largest and most respected steel company. Skyline Steel has over thirty sales offices 
across two continents and a robust infrastructure comprised of manufacturing, coating, and fabrication facilities; dozens of stocking locations; 
an efficiently-coordinated supply chain; and exclusive engineering support. Collectively, these functions support a dynamic sales team that 
supplies hundreds of thousands of tons of steel foundation products to the industry every year.

Your True Project Partner

Unmatched Product Range      Material Availability      Manufacturing Capabilities      Innovative Applications and Engineering Expertise

www.skylinesteel.com | 888.450.4330 | technical hotline: 1.866.875.9546

Threaded Bar 
• Grade 75 and Grade 150 Threaded Bars 

ideal for: Tie Rods; Rock Bolts, Roof 
Bolts, Anchor Bolts; Soil Nails; Micropile 
Reinforcement; Threaded Bar Cages; Tie 
Backs; Soil and Rock Anchors

• Threaded Bar Accessories
• Multiple Corrosion Protection Options

Steel Sheet Pile
• Widest Range of Hot Rolled and Cold 

Formed Steel Sheet Pile Available in 
the Industry

• Z-piles, Flat Sheets, Combination Walls
• Domestic & Foreign

PileDriver_Ad_2011_v2.indd   1 8/31/11   9:45 AM



Triad Metals International prides itself on being a 4A1 D&B rated company that can provide quality cost effective products for your 
special needs. Facility expansions and improved technology enable us to remain the most competitive source for your steel needs.
◆ Grown to become one of the largest distributors of WF Beams and Piling Products.
◆  Our wholesale approach keeps our prices low & our attention to detail keeps customers coming back.
◆ Production cutting on state-of-the-art saws, saving you time & money.
◆ Stocking Multiple sections in lengths available from 35’ to 70’, to eliminate costly scrap.

Pittsburgh, PA Office 
3480 Grand Avenue

Pittsburgh, PA 15225
Toll Free: 800-355-1140

Fax: 412-771-9316

Petersburg, VA Office
1951 Bessemer Road
Petersburg, VA 23805

Toll Free: 877-877-7783
Fax: 804-732-5712

Columbia City, IN 
5775 East Rail Connect Drive

Columbia City, IN 46725
Phone: 260-244-9500

Fax: 260-244-2786

FOR ALL YOUR PILING NEEDS

TriadMetals.com
H Pile | Sheet Pile | Pipe Pile | Pile Accessories | Angles | Channels | Wide Flange Beam | Mechanical Tubing | UM Plate | Rounds | Flats

Columbia City, IN Office
5775 East Rail Connect Drive

Columbia City, IN 46725
Phone: 260-244-9500

Fax: 260-244-2786

N
National Rig Rental, LLCR

2

Available Immediately: 
Junttan PM 20 L, 5 Ton Hammer

Available December 2011: 
Junttan PM 25 H, 5/7/9 Hammer

Contact Us ... 

National Rig Rental LLC
35322 Bayard Road 
Frankford DE 19945

302.539.1963 P 
302.539.4443 F
Sara Chase Carlson & Michael R Jahnigen 
Managing Partners

Rent the best equipment from National Rig Rental 
for your high profile projects. Call Mike Jahnigen  
at 302.245.1421 C
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Cape Romain Contractors specializes in marine con-
struction and heavy highway bridge services. Cape 
Romain has a long history of providing these services 

to clientele in the southeast including the South Carolina, 
North Carolina, and Georgia Departments of Transporta-
tion, the US Army Corps of Engineers, the US Navy, the 
US Coast Guard, the South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Georgia Ports Authorities, many Water Authorities and 
County Administrations, and countless private owners and 

associations.
During Cape 

Romain’s 65-year 
history, it has never 
failed to deliver on 
a contract. The 
company began as 
a small land devel-
opment company 
in 1946, through 
its relationship 
with the Cape 
Romain National 
Wildlife Refuge, 
located just north 
of Charleston, SC. 

The company evolved into coastal construction, and today 
maintains its specialization in marine-related efforts. Still a 
closely-held and family-owned business, the company has 
grown to more than 120 full-time employees and a bonding 
capacity in excess of 50-million dollars. The services Cape 
Romain Contractors offers include pier construction, bridge 
construction, pile driving, subaqueous pipelines and crossings, 
outfall and intake structures, heavy concrete demolition and 
rehabilitation, diving operations, marine towing, coffer dams 
and temporary sheeting, bulkheads and retaining walls, bucket 
dredging, marine salvage, and lock and dam rehabilitation.

The company was founded in 1946 by Andrew “Binks” 
DuPre, and James H. DuPre, as “Cape Romain Land 
Development and Engineering Company”, the first concern 
of its kind in the United Sates – a company specializing in 
the building of dikes and water control developments, and 
also providing complete biological, topographical and eco-
logical services in the development of fish and duck habitats, 
and conserving all kinds of wildlife. The pair later split, with 
James DuPre forming his own utility-construction company 
and Binks DuPre continuing on with the leadership of Cape 
Romain. The company succeeded throughout the decades 
to follow, creating more of an emphasis on construction. 
Following the death of Binks DuPre in 1979, the company 
was taken over by Bink’s son, Anthony “Tin” DuPre, who 

Cape Romain Contractors 
Sixty-five Years of Providing 
Specialized Service

MeMBer Profile - Contractor

“ I’m not a big 
believer in luck, my 

stance on that is 
that the harder you 

work, the luckier 
you get. ”

Main St. Connector.

(Continued on page 44)
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Visit www.iceusa.com and submit your job photos 
and interesting job stories.   

All eligible submissions will result in a  
feature spot on the ICE® website and 
free merchandise for your efforts.

We are excited to hear from you!

Free ICE® merchandise is just a click away.From Driving 220 foot piles to solar field installs, ICE® 
offers the equipment you need to get the job done.   

As the World’s One-Stop Foundation Shop, International Construction 
Equipment, Inc is an international leader, manufacturer and distributor of:
Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Excavator-mounted Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Diesel Impact Hammers
Top Drive Rotary Heads and Augers
Hydraulic Impact Hammers
ICE® Pilemer Hydraulic Hammers

US distributor of Comacchio Rigs
Excavator-mounted Rotary Heads
ICE® Piling Mast
ICE® Leads, Spotters, and Accessories
Large and small-bore drill tooling 
 (including EMDE Kelly Bars)

Please visit www.iceusa.com for full detailed listing of our equipment.

Visit www.iceusa.com and submit your job photos 
and interesting job stories.   

All eligible submissions will result in a  
feature spot on the ICE® website and 
free merchandise for your efforts.

We are excited to hear from you!

Free ICE® merchandise is just a click away.

We are excited to hear from you!We are excited to hear from you!
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From Driving 220 foot piles to solar field installs, ICE® 
offers the equipment you need to get the job done.   

As the World’s One-Stop Foundation Shop, International Construction 
Equipment, Inc is an international leader, manufacturer and distributor of:
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Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Excavator-mounted Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Diesel Impact Hammers
Top Drive Rotary Heads and Augers
Hydraulic Impact Hammers
ICE® Pilemer Hydraulic Hammers

US distributor of Comacchio Rigs
Excavator-mounted Rotary Heads
ICE® Piling Mast
ICE® Leads, Spotters, and Accessories
Large and small-bore drill tooling 
 (including EMDE Kelly Bars)

Please visit www.iceusa.com for full detailed listing of our equipment.

ICE® Pilemer Hydraulic Hammers (including EMDE Kelly Bars)

Please visit www.iceusa.com for full detailed listing of our equipment.
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Visit www.iceusa.com and submit your job photos 
and interesting job stories.   

All eligible submissions will result in a  
feature spot on the ICE® website and 
free merchandise for your efforts.

We are excited to hear from you!

Free ICE® merchandise is just a click away.From Driving 220 foot piles to solar field installs, ICE® 
offers the equipment you need to get the job done.   

As the World’s One-Stop Foundation Shop, International Construction 
Equipment, Inc is an international leader, manufacturer and distributor of:
Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Excavator-mounted Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Diesel Impact Hammers
Top Drive Rotary Heads and Augers
Hydraulic Impact Hammers
ICE® Pilemer Hydraulic Hammers

US distributor of Comacchio Rigs
Excavator-mounted Rotary Heads
ICE® Piling Mast
ICE® Leads, Spotters, and Accessories
Large and small-bore drill tooling 
 (including EMDE Kelly Bars)

Please visit www.iceusa.com for full detailed listing of our equipment.

Visit www.iceusa.com and submit your job photos 
and interesting job stories.   

All eligible submissions will result in a  
feature spot on the ICE® website and 
free merchandise for your efforts.

We are excited to hear from you!

Free ICE® merchandise is just a click away.

We are excited to hear from you!We are excited to hear from you!
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From Driving 220 foot piles to solar field installs, ICE® 
offers the equipment you need to get the job done.   

As the World’s One-Stop Foundation Shop, International Construction 
Equipment, Inc is an international leader, manufacturer and distributor of:
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Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Excavator-mounted Vibratory Drivers and Extractors
Diesel Impact Hammers
Top Drive Rotary Heads and Augers
Hydraulic Impact Hammers
ICE® Pilemer Hydraulic Hammers

US distributor of Comacchio Rigs
Excavator-mounted Rotary Heads
ICE® Piling Mast
ICE® Leads, Spotters, and Accessories
Large and small-bore drill tooling 
 (including EMDE Kelly Bars)

Please visit www.iceusa.com for full detailed listing of our equipment.

ICE® Pilemer Hydraulic Hammers (including EMDE Kelly Bars)

Please visit www.iceusa.com for full detailed listing of our equipment.
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grew up in the business. Tin DuPre not only maintained 
the good reputation that the company enjoyed, but actually 
grew the company even further, earning a reputation as one 
of the regions most ethical, hard-working and dependable 
companies. Today, the company is headed up by Anthony T. 
“Sonny” DuPre, who is serving as a third-generation owner. 
Sonny often reflects “What I owe to my fathers and grand-
father’s hard work, loyalty and commitment to turning out 
quality work is immeasurable.” Together with Horry Parker 
and Andrew DuPre, who are both Vice Presidents of the com-
pany, the owners of the company have in excess of 75 years of 

experience in the industry.
There are many long-term project managers, super-

intendants and key personnel working at Cape Romain. 
This speaks volumes about the true partnership that exists 
between all levels of employees at Cape Romain. Combined, 
there are easily hundreds of years of first-hand experience 
with marine and heavy coastal construction.

Headquartered near Charleston, SC, Cape Romain 
Contractors is perfectly located to perform its specialized 
construction all along the Southeast coast. However, the 
company has also worked extensively in inland counties of 

MeMBer Profile - Contractor

Photo on canvas. Rhodens Island Bridge.

Silent Piling in
Residential Areas

Tel : 407-380-3232
E-mail : info@gikenamerica.com
www.gikenamerica.com
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SC, Georgia, and NC, installing diffusers, intakes and per-
forming work on many inland rivers, lakes and reservoirs. 
The size of the corporation guarantees personal service, 
while at the same time offering services comparable or bet-
ter than many of the larger contractors in the Southeast. All 
major equipment is owned including cranes (30 ton to 250 
ton), crane trestles, barges, tugs, pile hammers and more. 
Equipment operators are all certified and highly qualified, 
and there is a full-time Safety Director at Cape Romain.

There are engineers on staff at Cape Romain, as the 
company has branched out into design-build projects, along 
with the latest survey technology, scheduling and AutoCAD 
software, and modern equipment. “Given our experience 
and wide-ranging expertise, we can take a project from its 
conceptual stage right thru to the cutting of the ribbon, 
that’s what I enjoy most about my job,” Sonny DuPre says. 
“It’s anything but a factory setting here, you are challenged 
each and every day and forced to really be creative in solv-
ing problems.”

Noteworthy projects completed by Cape Romain range 
from the construction of the Sullivans Island Lighthouse, to 
the marine salvage of the “Karanasas” & “Scarlett O’Hara “ 
in the 1960’s and 70’s, to the recent construction of the Main 
St. Connector, a mult-mile bridge and road project across the 
ICWW in Myrtle Beach.

Given Cape Romain’s long history and established repu-
tation, there has been a lot to reflect upon and learn from, 

and most importantly, a solid foundation on which to move 
forward. Despite today’s tough economic climate, the future 
looks bright. A new 6200sf office complex was just recently 
completed, and a strong team of committed individuals has 
the Cape Romain team embracing the future. Mr. DuPre con-
cludes: “I’m not a big believer in luck, my stance on that is 
that the harder you work, the luckier you get.” t
Photos courtesy of Cape Romain Contractors

MeMBer Profile - Contractor

Photo on canvas.

55 Middlesex Street, Suite 225, 
N. Chelmsford, MA 01863

Tel: (978) 251-9395 • Fax: (978) 251-9396
Web: www.gtrinc.net • E-Mail: les@gtrinc.net
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GEOSCIENCES TESTING 
AND RESEARCH, INC.

Wave Equation Analysis (WEAP) 
and Drivability Studies

Dynamic Pile Testing using PDA 
and CAPWAP

Integrity Testing using PET and CSL 

Testing using CHUM

3D Tomography Analyses of Shafts

Static Load Testing and Instrumentation

Earth Support System Design and Analysis

Construction Engineering Services

Value Engineering Redesigns
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MeMBer Profile - Associate

After 30 years working in his family’s pile driving con-
tracting business, Steve Whitty found himself at a 
crossroads in 1995 when it was decided to shut down 

the family operations. During that 30 years, with a three-year 
interruption with service in the Coast Guard, he had seen it 
all, from the bottom to the top, in an operation that started as 
a local sub–contracting business in the New Orleans area, con-
centrating first on residential and small commercial projects; 
to later pursuing larger high rise, commercial and industrial 
projects. Along with the growth of the company to becoming a 
major regional, land-based contractor with projects from south 
Texas to Florida and on to the Carolinas, so did his experience 
and responsibilities grow, covering the managing of all opera-
tions and piling projects in excess of $5 million simultaneously 
in several states. Projects for industry and government, refinery 
foundations, high rise foundations, and highway piling proj-
ects; jobs using timber, steel, precast concrete, sheeting and 
even a few innovative materials were all undertaken.

Although there were offers of employment and backing 
to start a new contracting operation when the family busi-
ness closed, Steve Whitty decided he was tired of contract-
ing. During this time, while engaged in the liquidation of the 
family business’ assets, there were numerous inquiries from 
contractors and others about equipment matters, techniques 
the company developed to efficiently drive piles and how and 

where to find supplies and specialty items used in pile driving. 
After a short while this evolved into the spark of what to do 
next and in late summer of ’95, Specialty Piling Systems was 
born to “provide an independent source for pile driving equip-
ment, accessories and supplies, and consulting services for con-
tractors, owners and designers”.

Initially Specialty Piling Systems was engaged in some 
equipment valuation for a bank relative to contractor financ-
ing and sourcing of pile driving equipment (hammers and lead 
systems). Because of the numerous contacts developed over 
the years through construction industry organizations, Steve 
was getting calls from contractors outside of the Southeast 
Louisiana area and also from suppliers and manufacturers of 
pile driving equipment and supplies with encouragement to 
sell their related products to potential customers. 

Early on, a “rebranding” of a popular line of hammer cush-
ions allowed the company to offer a product to the customers. 
Shortly thereafter, he was encouraged to act as an “autho-
rized sales agent” for a line of pile accessories, including pile 
splices for “H”, pipe and precast piles. It was not long before 
there were inquiries about how to properly make plywood pile 
cushions for precast prestressed concrete piles. This quickly 
evolved into the company becoming a supplier of pile cush-
ions. As a result, hammer and pile cushion sales has become 
an important component of the company’s activities. With the 

Specialty Piling Systems, Inc.
An Independent Source for Pile driving Equipment, Accessories 
and Supplies, and Consulting Services for Contractors, Owners 
and Designers 

66 Inch Test Pile 063-A
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prior experience, and some study and experimentation, some 
minor and some major changes in pile cushions have allowed 
Specialty Piling Systems to become the “go to” source for 
the cushion requirements. The company now ships cushions 
nationwide and on occasion, overseas. 

One area of particular pride is the development of tech-
niques for making better cylinder pile cushions. This became 
evident on a bridge project on San Francisco Bay several years 
ago where the contractor was having problems with locally 
made cushions. The unusual features of the cushion require-
ments were that they had to accommodate 20 rebar extending 

from the end of the piles and through the cushion but offset 
from the centerline on the “wall” of the donut shaped cush-
ions. They also had to be more durable and last throughout the 
tough driving of the complete pile. The locally supplied cush-
ions had to be changed out one or two times during the driving 
of each pile. Additionally, the contractor was concerned about 
“suppliers east of the Rockies” but when the Specialty Piling 
Systems provided some samples, they tried the cushions. The 
new design allowed the contractor to drive a whole pile and 
to set the next pile in the template before having to change 
the cushion, a real timesaver when working from a barge. As 
a result Specialty Piling Systems was able to supply the bal-
ance of the project and help get a lagging project back ahead 
of schedule, with a recommendation and credit given in an 
article in PileDriver magazine.

Today, in addition to cushion sales, the company expands 
its efforts in the sourcing and brokerage of specialized pile 
driving equipment, putting buyers and sellers together for 
complete rig packages, or the individual pieces; all the way 
from the mats to the head machinery on the leads. It also 
supplies drill systems (specializing in wet rotary systems); pile 
accessories (splices, points and uplift connectors), consulting 
for value engineering, project execution analysis, equipment 
applications, and equipment valuation for financing purposes. 
The company is an authorized sales agent for several major 
manufacturers including Penn State Fabricators (Hammer 
Cushions), DFP Foundation Products (Pile Accessories), 
Blue Demon (Drill Bits) and, GEFCO/King Oil Tools (Drill 
Swivels). The company also is able to work with most major 
manufacturers and dealers of cranes, pile hammers and related 
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Manhattan Road & Bridge
5601 South 122nd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74146
Phone: 918-583-6900
Fax: 918-585-5961

Manhattan Road & Bridge
5601 South 122nd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74146
Phone: 918-583-6900
Fax: 918-585-5961

Manhattan Road & Bridge
5601 South 122nd East Ave.
Tulsa, OK  74146
Phone: 918-437-9560
Fax: 918-437-9563

www.manhattanroadandbridge.com

Manhattan Road & Bridge provides bridge pile 
driving and heavy infrastructure construction 

services throughout Oklahoma, Arkansas, 
Texas, Missouri and Kansas.

Terra-Mechanics, Inc.
•	Pre	and	Post	Pile	Driving	Inspections
•	Vibration	&	Sound	Monitoring
•	Vibration	Consulting	&	Seismographs
•	Remote	Monitoring
•	Noise	Consulting

•	Blast	Consulting
•	Legal	&	Regulatory
•	Public	Relations	
•	Education

Personalized to meet your needs!
P:	724-449-6250		•		F:	724-449-6254

dave.harrison@terra-mechanics.com		•		www.terra-mechanics.com

Woman’s Business Enterprise

San Mateo Special Follower Rigolets Bridge – 66 Inch Test Pile 046
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MeMBer Profile - Associate

RENTAL  •  SALES  •  SERVICE
Serving the US & Canada Since 1955

Seattle (Corporate) 800-678-6379  •  California 805-746-6965  •  Alberta 403-264-9351  PacoEquip.com

STOP.
HAMMER TIME
 Vibratory, Diesel, Hydraulic & Air Hammers at your service.

equipment; providing a contractor’s perspective to the situa-
tion at hand and the best solution for each particular project. 

Involvement in PDCA has further helped the company’s 
growth and provided many new and valuable contacts. Steve 
was involved early on in PDCA’s development and has served 
as committee chair on several committees and as a board mem-
ber. He currently serves on the Communications Committee. 
Specialty Piling Systems was a charter member of both nation-
al PDCA and the Gulf Coast Chapter of PDCA and, is an 
active participant in the chapter.  t
Photos courtesy of Specialty Piling Systems, Inc.

Rigolets Bridge – 66 Inch Test Pile 011

BRITTEX 
INTERNATIONAL 

PIPE SUPPLY

Brittex International Pipe Supply
5505 Almeda Genoa Road • Houston, Texas 77048

Tel: 713-991-6107 • Fax: 713-991-3128 • Web: www.brittexpipe.com

NEW & USED
STEEL PIPE

We are a major supplier of steel 
pipe, specializing in custom orders.  

We supply pipe from 4” -108” 
diameter and also purchase new, 
used and structural pipe for 
inventory.

...Any length, 
any size, 
call us!

SERVICES
• Weld to length
• Fabrication
• Cutting, beveling
• Coating
• Reconditioning
• Roll and Weld
• Sandblasting
• Custom Orders

PRODUCTS
• New Prime
• New Surplus
• New Mill Reject
• New Limited Service
• Used and Secondary
• Mill Overruns
• Rolled and Welded
• Spiral Welded
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B U I L D I N G  F O U N D A T I O N S  S I N C E  1 9 1 8
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THE FOUNDATION OF SUCCESS.
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EQUIPMENT CORPORATION OF AMERICA

For more than 90 years, Equipment Corporation of 
America has been a premier distributor of Foundation 
Construction Equipment. Our success and longevity is 
a direct result of the relationships we’ve built by using 
high quality equipment and best-in-class service.

Find out how we can build a foundation together. 
1.800.PILE.USA -or- www.ecanet.com
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engineering Affiliate

If you are within earshot of a Pile Driving Contractor’s Asso-
ciation (PDCA) member, “a driven pile is a tested pile” is a 
saying you are likely to hear. Since our humble beginnings 

in 1973, when seven employees were crammed inside what was 
previously a small auto repair garage in Raleigh, North Carolina, 
S&ME, Inc. has been testing those driven piles. 

Who We are
S&ME opened in 1973 with seven employees in one very small 
office in Raleigh, with barely enough space for a tiny cramped 
office and lab. The building had previously served as a small auto 
repair garage.  A second floor was later added, but its only access 
was an outdoor metal staircase.   The second floor was roughly 
30 by 10 feet with six or seven people using it as office space, 
though people getting in or out of chairs sometimes collided 
with the drafting table.  The company’s first name was Soil & 
Material Engineers.  That was changed to S&ME in 1986 – the 
original name no longer covering the expanding service lines – 
and many clients already used to calling us S&ME anyhow.  

By 1987, branches were located in Ohio, Tennessee, 
Georgia, Florida, South Carolina and North Carolina. We 
had acquired or started up a geographic information systems 
firm, a firm specializing in large well installation, a hazard-
ous waste clean-up contractor, and a manufacturer of petro-
leum product recovery systems (with some of these subsid-
iaries opening more offices in the Southeast, Midwest and 
Northeast as time moved on).  Westinghouse came calling in 
1987, lured mainly by the hazardous waste cleanup contrac-
tor, and purchased S&ME, operating it as a wholly owned 
subsidiary.   At the time of the purchase, S&ME had 950 

employees. In 1989 our name was changed to Westinghouse 
Environmental and Geotechnical Services, and we had over 
2,000 employees in 35 offices in 27 cities from coast to coast.  

In 1990, as markets changed, Westinghouse lost interest 
in its former S&ME operations and began looking for ways to 
exit the Geoenvironmental business.  In 1992, former S&ME 
employees contributed $2.3 million to repurchase some of the 
original S&ME assets, thus earning the confidence of a major 
bank and acquiring from that bank a major loan.   The day 
after the March 1992 close of the sale, 11 former Westinghouse 
branches in North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and 
Tennessee reopened as S&ME with 300 employees. The 
remaining operations were either sold to others or closed. 

After a first year of struggle for survival, rapid growth 
began anew, with expansion and accreditation of new 
lab facilities.   In 1998, the 25th anniversary, the company 
employed 470 in 13 branches and was on the brink of much 
greater growth.   Today, with the acquisition of the former 
Qore Property Sciences (2010) and Ohio-based BBCM 
(October 2011), we now operate 27 offices employing a total 
of nearly 1,100 employees in Alabama, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Virginia and Ohio. We now place 97th on ENR magazine’s 
Top 500 Design Firm Rankings (based on the revenue of 
those firms reporting).

Our mission is to safely deliver excellent client service 
through responsiveness and technical excellence; provide 
fulfilling careers and professional satisfaction to our employ-
ees; and achieve financial success that provides growth and 
rewards for our employees and shareholders.

S&ME, Inc.
Engineering Integrity

Rendering of the Indian Inlet River Bridge in Rehoboth 
Beach, Delaware.  S&ME was the geotechnical engineer 
on the design-build team, lead by Skanska.
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Servicing the Transportation Industry for 20 Years

13433 Seymour Myers Blvd., Suite 14, Covington, LA 70433
P.O. Box 664, Mandeville, LA 70470-0664

Phone: 985-893-7878 • Toll Free: 800-256-2185 • Fax: 985-893-5222

13433 Seymour Myers Blvd., Suite 14, Covington, LA 70433
P.O. Box 664, Mandeville, LA 70470-0664

M,G&B Services, Inc

www.mgbservices.com

engineering Affiliate

Our expertise includes:
•	 Geotechnical engineering
•	 Environmental engineering
•	 Construction materials engineering, testing and qual-

ity control
•	 Natural and cultural resources
•	 Occupational health and safety
•	 Water resources and solid waste engineering

This range of expertise, whether from archeological or wet-
land studies to metals or coatings, allows us to serve a project 
from its infancy to completion. Dedication to client service 
through professionalism and appropriate technical solutions has 
been a hallmark of S&ME’s success. 

s&Me and the Driven Pile industry
About 60 percent of our services consist of geotechnical, materi-
als, and construction engineering. Because many of our projects’ 
needs involve geology well-suited to driven piles, we frequently 
provide services for driven piles. We may perform a geotechni-
cal site characterization, axial and lateral pile analyses, develop 
foundation testing programs, perform driveability analyses, 
monitor pile installation, perform pile testing (e.g., static, high-
strain dynamic or low-strain dynamic), or all of the above. We 
also have substantial experience with instrumentation (for 
monitoring both soil and water, and structural response) and 
vibration monitoring.

Since our inception in 1973, S&ME has performed tradi-
tional static load testing but we recognize the benefits of instru-
mentation and design-phase testing and have developed and 
implemented numerous comprehensive foundation testing pro-

Above: Construction of a new ferry terminal for Bald Head 
Island in eastern North Carolina.  S&ME provided site 
characterization services, foundation recommendations, 
dynamic pile testing and construction support.

Left: SCDOT design-build project through the ACE Basin 
in the South Carolina Lowcountry.  PDCA member Cape 
Romain Contracting is driving 18-in. square PSC piles 
for a bridge bent.  S&ME provided site characterization, 
geotechnical engineering recommendations and dynamic 
pile testing.

The PIPE MILL with FAST SERVICE
Producing:
24”-192” OD
.312”-2.00” Wall
Lengths up to 80 ft.
Straight Seam - DSAW
20 ft. Lengths in Stock

Shipping Nationwide and Canada

800-821-3475
Fax: 815-964-0045

PipeSales@ArntzenCorp.com

TMR A M M I N G Q U A L I T Y
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YOUR 
PILE DRIVING

CUSHION BLOCK
SOLUTION

1.800.856.6679

HOUSTON, TX

www.lodgelumber.com

1.800.856.6679

engineering Affiliate
grams. Instrumentation is commonly installed within founda-
tion elements prior to static load testing to provide load transfer 
and displacement measurements within the various bearing stra-
ta. We also frequently install instrumentation in the surrounding 
soil to measure displacements and pore pressure changes.

We have been intimately involved with low-strain and 
high-strain dynamic testing since 1989. Our low-strain testing 
experience began with the testing of hundreds of prestressed 
concrete piles at marinas in Charleston, SC after Hurricane 
Hugo. In 1990, S&ME began offering in-house high-strain 
dynamic pile testing services with the purchase of our first 
PDA. S&ME now maintains three Pile Driving Analyzers, and 
performs tests on timber, steel, fiber-reinforced, and prestressed 
concrete piles as small as AW drilling rods to as large as 54-in. 
diameter cylinders. We have eight trained and experienced engi-
neers available to perform dynamic pile testing. 

We recognize the importance of training and continuing 
education in the relative complex field of foundation testing 
and consequently, our operators routinely receive training by 
experts in the field of deep foundation testing. We believe that 
an understanding of the fundamental aspects of the test method 
as well as the geotechnical principals of foundation design is a 
vital part of successful testing. Consequently, all of our operators 
are professionals (i.e., having at least a BSc in Engineering and 
an EIT or PE registration) who regularly participate in geotech-
nical and materials engineering projects in addition to their 
foundation testing duties. 

Project spotlight
A recent project that illustrates many of S&ME’s driven pile 
capabilities is the Indian River Inlet Bridge in Delaware. S&ME 
was the geotechnical engineer for the winning design-build 
team (lead by Skanska) on this Delaware DOT project. We 
performed the design-phase site characterization and worked 
closely with the structural engineer (AECOM) to develop 
the foundation design, which ultimately consisted of 36-in. 
square prestressed concrete piles. The design process included 
design-phase index pile testing, which led to the incorporation 
of a tapered section on the 36-in. PSC piles. The project also 
included static testing of instrumented piles, monitoring of soil 
displacement during excavation and pile driving via inclinom-
eters, vibration monitoring, low-strain pile integrity testing, and 
extensive high-strain dynamic testing of test piles, production 
piles, and falsework piles. 

Sustainability is an important engineering issue in today’s 
environment and we recently were involved with a pile proj-
ect that demonstrated the green aspects of driven piles. S&ME 
engineers used a combination of geotechnical exploration, Pile 
Integrity Testing, and research to evaluate a 90-year old pile 
foundation system’s capacity to support new streetscape side-
walks. Research of available information from the time of the 
original viaduct construction led us to conclude the foundations 
for a 1919 project were likely Raymond Step-Taper reinforced 
concrete piles. An article published in the January, 1921 edition 
of Municipal and County Engineering confirmed that Raymond 
had installed 327 piles with casing tip diameters ranging from 6 
to 10 inches tapering up to a diameter of 14 to 18 inches at the 

3715 28th St. SW 
Box 224
Grandville MI 49418

MIDWEST VIBRO, INC.

Call Us For Your
RENTAL 
NEEDS
616-532-7670
1-800-648-3403

Distributors of
H&M VIBRATORY
Driver/Excavator

Pile Driving & Extracting Equipment
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top with a mandrel attached to a 2000-lb steam hammer during 
a six week period. The existing cast-in-steel shell pile founda-
tions, which were located in catacombs beneath sidewalks, were 
an innovative method when constructed in 1919, and have 
proven to be a sustainable design, still useable in 2010. These 
techniques, allowing foundations to be “recycled” instead of 
replaced provided a savings of $1 million to the owner.

support for PDCa and the Deep Foundation industry
S&ME has been a strong supporter of the PDCA. Greg Canivan 
has served on the board of the PDCA of South Carolina since 
2006. Greg Canivan and Billy Camp have helped organize four 
highly successful Driven Pile Seminars on behalf of the PDCA 
of SC. Billy Camp is an active member of the PDCA Technical 
Committee and he has helped organize two joint PDCA/DFI 

Driven Pile Seminars (Baltimore in 2010 
and Chicago in 2011). Of particular 
note, more than 60 S&ME engineers 
attended the 2010 DICEP Seminar, 
which was held in Charleston, SC. 

s&Me Driven Pile Publications
The geotechnical engineering commu-
nity benefits greatly from engineers that 
share their experiences in the technical 
literature. S&ME’s engineers recognize 
the importance of technical publications 
and have published numerous papers 
related to driven piles. A sampling of 
papers is as follows:
•	 Forbes, H. F. and Camp, W. M. 
(in-press), “Settlement and Vibration 
Monitoring for Transmission Line 
Foundation Installation: A Case 
History”, Proceedings of DFI Annual 
Conference, October 2011, Boston, MA
•	 Camp, W.M., Pearson, J. B., and 

Above: Prestressed concrete piles being driven by PDCA 
member Cape Romain Contracting for a new dock at 
the James Island Yacht Club in Charleston, SC.  S&ME 
provided geotechnical engineering services, including 
dynamic pile testing.

Left: Test pile driving at the Indian Inlet River Bridge in 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware.  S&ME was the geotechnical 
engineer on the design-build team, lead by Skanska. 
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FOR RENT
FLEXIFLOAT JACK-UP BARGE

-Truckable, Maximum 100 Ton Crane

Contact Pat Brufladt 
Phone: 231-799-4831 
Email: pat@andrie.com
Web: www.andrie.com
Or search Andrie Jack Up Barge

Specialized

•	 Tugs 
•	 High Speed Crew Boat 

•	 Cranes
•	 Other Misc. Equipment

Siegel, T.C. (2010), “Construction-Induced Vibrations 
and Green Concrete: Literature Review and Case 
History,”, Proceedings of DFI Annual Conference, 
October 2010, Hollywood, CA

•	 Murrell, K. L., Canivan, G. J., and Camp, W. M. 
(2008). “High and Low Strain Testing of Bouncing 
Piles”, 33rd Annual and 11th International Conference, 
Deep Foundations Institute, New York, NY

•	 Camp, W. M., III (2004) “Drilled and Driven Foundation 
Behavior in a Calcareous Clay”, GeoSupport 2004, 
Orlando, FL, ASCE GSP 124

•	 Canivan, Gregory and Camp, William. (2002) “Three 
Case Histories Comparing Impact and Vibratory 
Driven Pile Resistances In Marl,” Deep Foundations 
Institute 27th Annual Conference – The Time Factor 
in Design and Construction of Deep Foundations, San 
Diego, CA, October, 2002

•	 Camp, William and Parmar, Harpal (1999). 
“Characterization of Pile Capacity with Time in the 
Cooper Marl: A Study of the Applicability of a 
Past Approach to Predict Long-Term Pile Capacity” 
Presented at the 78th Annual Meeting of the 
Transportation Research Board, Washington, DC

•	 Hussein, Mohammed and Camp, William. “Dynamic 
and Static Tests on Driven and Cast-in-Place 
Piles,” International Conference on Design and 
Construction of Deep Foundations, FHWA, Orlando, 
FL, December, 1994

•	 Camp, William M., Wright, William B., and Hussein, 
Mohamad (1993). "The Effect of Overburden on 
Pile Capacity in a Calcareous Marl", Proceedings of 
the Deep Foundations Institute (DFI) 18th Annual 
Member's Conference held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

•	 Camp, William and Hussein, Mohammed. (1991). 
"Pile Integrity Testing to Determine Storm Induced 
Damage," Transportation Research Board 70th Annual 
Meeting. t

Photos courtesy of S&ME, Inc.

Vibrating wire 
strain gages 
(weldable mounts 
on an steel sting-
er and an embed-
ment mount tied 
to a prestressing 
strand) installed 
in a PSC pile 
prior to concrete 
placement.
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BLAKESLEE • ARPAIA • CHAPMAN, INC.
Engineered Construction Since 1844

Bridges and Dams
Utilities and Substation
Foundations

Waterfront Structures
Rigging and Millwrighting
Underpinning & Shoring

Blakeslee • Arpaia • Chapman, Inc.
200 North Branford Road, Branford CT. O6443
Phone: (203) 488-2500 Fax: (203) 488-4538
Email: dchapman@bac-inc.com  Web: www.bac-inc.com

Blakeslee Arpia q3 05 indd 1 10/3/05 2:56:41 PM

• PILE DRIVING • COFFERDAMS 
• TRESTLES • SHEET PILING 

• TUBEX • FUNDEX

Pile Solutions Since 1971

800-841-8740
CA LICENSE #270761

Project of the year 2011 
Project Category Land
$500,000 - $2,000,000

Route 80 Willow Avenue Undercrossing
Hercules, California

For rates and availability

1-800-626-2185
Visit us: www.taservices.us

• Mansfi eld, Tx* 

• Midlothian, Tx* 

• Petersburg,Va

“Transportation for 
   the Steel Industry”

TA Services q4 05.indd   1 12/28/05   6:20:44 PM
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Conrad Forest Products
North Bend, OR 

Additional operations in Ceres, CA; 
Arbuckle, CA; and Rainier, OR

www.ConradFP.com

800.499.2662
California office

It’s been serving West Coast utilities for years, and now Chemonite® 
ACZA pressure-treated wood is impressing contractors in heavy 
construction nationwide. Marine piling, foundation piling, shoring, 
lagging, structural timbers. Plus poles, posts, and even crossties. 
The Chemonite® process penetrates hard-to-treat species like 
Douglas fir, providing long-lasting piles in uncommonly long sizes.

Chemonite® wood piles are economical, and also have environmental 
benefits over alternative materials. They are available directly from 
Conrad Forest Products, a major western wood preserver with 
decades of experience in ACZA and Douglas fir.

Long life, long lengths, long list of features

 Get Chemonite® 
  wood piling directly 
   from Conrad Forest Products

800.356.7146
Pacific Northwest office



CENTRIFUGALLY SPUN PRECAST 
CONCRETE CYLINDER PILES

Large combined axial loads and bending • 
moments to support today’s pier and bridge 
requirements.
Long unsupported lengths.• 
36”, 54” and 66” Diameters to design criteria.• 
Sustainable product using recycled materials.• 

Piles Produced in basic 16 ft sections with 4 ft, 8 ft and 12 ft available







Gulf Coast Pre-Stress, Inc.
(228) 452-9486

Pass Christian, Mississippi

BAYSHORE CONCRETE PRODUCTS
(757) 331-2300

Cape Charles, VA  23310

PCI Certifi ed ◆ PDCA Member since 1995

PCI Certifi ed ◆ PDCA Member since 1998



State of the Art and Practice  
in Geotechnical Engineering

2012 Geo-Congress  
Oakland, CA • March 25 – 29

www.geocongress2012.org

Registration is Now Open

New Exciting Events
A Special 90-Minute Professional Business  
Session “Demonstrating the Value  
Geo-professionals Provide to Projects” 

15+ State of the Art Sessions, including greats:

James Mitchell and Vern Schaefer, “Ground 
Improvement in the 21st Century: A Comprehensive 
Web-Based Information System” 

Carl Monismith, “Flexible Pavement Analysis and 
Design…A Half Century of Achievement” 

Ray Seed, “Stability Analysis of Levees” 

12+ State of the Practice Sessions, including 
greats:

Harry Poulos, “Foundation Design for Tall Buildings”

Rudy Bonaparte, “The Business of Geotechnics”

•	 50+ Technical Sessions covering every significant 
geotechnical topic.

•	 Extensive Exhibit Hall packed with the latest 
technologies.

•	 Half-Day and Full-Day Short Courses.
•	 Interact with geo-professionals from around  

the globe.
•	 Comprehensive student program addressing technical 

topics and career paths.
•	 Relevant software demonstrations.
•	 Relationship-building networking and social events.
•	 Looking for new business? You could find it here.

Oakland Marriott City Center
1001 Broadway, Oakland, CA 94607 
Conference hotel rate: $179
Reservation cutoff: February 21, 2012
Register by December 30 for your chance  
to win a $100 Starbucks gift card.

Exhibits and sponsorships still available
 Call Sean Scully: 703-295-6154.

No seminar or electronic webinar can equal the face-to-face 
experiences and knowledge you’ll gain at the 2012 Geo-
Institute Congress. You get 100+ hours of learning and advice 
from preeminent geo-professional leaders that can save you 
$1000s. It’s a wise investment for under $900.  

®

Earn up to

32
PDHs
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On April 27, 2011 Our Decatur Alabama 
Division was Struck by a Tornado

On April 28, 2011 We Started Rebuilding

1-800-376-6000 • www.independencetube.com

Celebrating Over 35 Years of Quality Tube Products

CHICAGO, IL

MARSEILLES, IL

DECATUR, AL

When our Decatur Division was struck on April 27, 2011 by one of the fi ercest storms in 
Alabama’s history, our number one concern was the health and welfare of our employees. 
Thankfully, and most importantly, none of our employees or their families were injured at 
work or in their homes.

We cannot thank our employees, customers and suppliers enough for their incredible support, 
strength and patience during these extremely diffi cult times. We can promise you this: 

Our Divisions in Chicago and Marseilles, Illinois will continue to work around the clock to 
supply you with the quality, service and delivery you have come to expect from Independence 
Tube. We are in the process of rebuilding the Decatur Division, and will be back servicing our 
loyal customers as quickly as possible.

Until then, we are purchasing tooling for our Marseilles Division to be able to manufacture 
the 8", 10" and 12" Pipe Size tubing that only our Decatur Division produced. We will be back 
selling our large ITC50 Pipe Size and A252 Pipe Piling in a few months. We will keep you 
posted of our progress.



Project Background
This 4.7 mile-long California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) project widens Route 80 in the eastbound direc-
tion, adding a high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane between 
the Route 4 interchange and the Carquinez Bridge. This com-
pletes the HOV system between the San Francisco – Oakland 
Bay Bridge and the Carquinez Bridge. The project included the 
widening of the eastbound Willow Avenue Undercrossing, con-
struction of a new eastbound Willow Avenue off-ramp structure, 
realignment of on- and off-ramps at Route 4, Willow Avenue, 
Cummings Skyway, and Crockett Avenue interchanges and 
construction of three new retaining walls at the Route 4 and 
Willow Avenue interchanges. Ghilotti Brothers of San Rafael, 
California and RM Harris Co., Inc. of Martinez, California 
were selected as the General Contractor and Bridge Contractor, 
respectively. 

Foundation Constructors, Inc. (FCI) was awarded the pile 
driving contract for the project, with a scope of work consisting 
of driving 197 concrete and steel piles for a retaining wall, bridge 
abutment and bridge bents at the Willow Avenue Undercrossing 
along Route 80. The pile driving schedule was a tight 125 days 
and the contract amount for this work was $1,301,000. 

Piling
167 – 14 inch square class ‘X’ precast prestressed (PCPS) con-
crete piles, varying in length from 42 to 69 feet
20 – 14 inch diameter class ‘R’ pipe piles, 95 feet in length
6 – 60 inch diameter pipe piles, varying in length from 75 to 
108 feet
4 – 72 inch diameter permanent CIDH casings

PCPS concrete piles were supplied by Old Castle Precast of 
Stockton, California. Steel piles were supplied by Skyline Steel 
of Rancho Cordova, California and Spartan Steel of Fallbrook, 
California.

FCI utilized a 4100 Manitowoc crawler crane, swinging 
leads and a D36 hammer to install the 14 inch PCPS and 14 
inch diameter pipe piles. The 60 inch and 72 inch diameter 
pipes were started with a vibro but primarily driven with a D138 
hammer.

Project Challenges
The hammer recommended by the WEAP analysis results in 
the contract documents for the 60 inch pipe pile and 72 inch 
diameter CIDH casing did not drive the piles to penetrate the 
sand layer to a depth required to achieve the desired lateral 
resistance. It was quickly changed out to a D138 hammer for 
these piles. However, the D138 damaged both the 60 inch and 
72 inch diameter pipes in the ground. FCI quickly developed 
fixes, preventing any delays. The damaged section of the 60 
inch diameter pipe for the CISS piles was cut-off and removed 
and a 20 inch rock socket was added below the damaged section 
to achieve the required lateral capacity. The damaged section 
of the 72 inch diameter CIDH casing was removed and had no 
impact on the future construction of the pile or its intended 
capacity.

Driving piles in sloping sandstone presented significant 
challenges, requiring rapid adaptation and modification of piles 
on site. FCI adapted pile lengths in accordance with pile indi-
cator results, resulting in pile cut-offs on site. Due to cut-offs 
sometimes in excess of the allowable 10 feet for this project, the 
bottoms of the piles were cut off.

Tight access on the project site presented numerous chal-
lenges. Mobilization of equipment was required at night to avoid 
disruption to traffic. Storage and off-loading of PCPS concrete 
pile was required to be completed from the shoulder of the free-
way above, which involved a reach of approximately 20 feet.

Route 80  
Willow Avenue Undercrossing

Project Spotlight

(Continued on page 63)

By Tracy Coughlin, PE, LEED AP of Foundation Constructors, Inc.
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STEELWALL GmbH
81377 Munich / Germany

toll free: 888-309-2250
US sales line 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (central time)

e-mail: info@steelwallus.com
www.steelwallus.com

PZ-Corner 50°-175°PZ/PZC

AZ

PS

Pipe/Beam

PZ-Corner 50°-175° + PZC18

PZ-Cross

PZ-Cross + PZC18

L8 L90

FSC120 ABFSC90 AB

LPB180 FD180

US sales line 8:30 am to 4:30 pm (central time)



An additional challenge was the splicing of the 14 inch 
diameter pipe piles in the field, necessary to achieve the 1:3 bat-
ter to a length of 95 feet.

innovative techniques and Management
Unique and innovative construction techniques and equipment 
utilization provided a tremendous benefit to the project. As a 
cost savings measure, lifting lugs were not used to lift the piles. 
Foundation Constructors was able to lift piles on the project 
quickly and more cost effectively using a nylon strap, eliminat-
ing the need for installation and removal of lifting lugs.

The decision to use a larger, higher tiered 4100 Manitowoc 
crawler crane allowed for increased versatility, enabling FCI 
to complete all work with one rig. FCI had the capabilities 
to quickly re-rig equipment and change operations quickly to 
maintain schedule despite changes. In addition to boosting 
productivity, this Tier 3 diesel engine on the rig decreased emis-
sions, mitigating the environmental impact of the project.

Innovative project management was essential to overcome 
construction problems. Foundation Constructors collaborated 
closely with Caltrans, RM Harris, and Ghilotti, facilitating 
quick problem resolution. FCI quickly adapted to unforeseen 
challenges and developed changes to construction sequenc-
ing and methods to keep the project on schedule. Project 
Manager Brandon Watson noted, “We (FCI) worked closely 
with Caltrans and RM Harris to quickly make decisions and 
keep schedule.” An example of this was the quick development 
an acceptable repair for the 60 inch diameter permanent casing 
of the CISS piles damaged in driving. FCI developed an inno-
vative solution involving cut-off and removal of the damaged 

section of the pipe and drilling an approximately 20 foot rock 
socket below. 

Tight schedule, limited access, and unforeseen challenges 
made management and collaboration a necessity for the project 
to remain on schedule. FCI coordinated with Caltrans daily for 
approval of piles that were not driven to design tip elevation. 
FCI also planned traffic control and developed critical lift plans 
for all pile driving operations, to ensure safety of workers and the 
public on the adjacent freeway. 

Project Completion
Pile driving work commenced on April 2 and was completed 
by August 23, 2010. The project was completed in November 
2010. Foundation Constructors, Inc. completed pile driving 
on this project with no delays to schedule despite significant 
challenges. Project Superintendent John Honaker commends 
the FCI crews on the project, “Our crews did a remarkable 
job changing operations and pile driving equipment, keeping 
schedule for this project.” t
Photos courtesy of Foundation Constructors, Inc.

Project Spotlight

Concrete
Timber

Pipe
Sheet
H Pile

         

www.masonconstruction.netwww.masonconstruction.net
6285 Walden Road - Beaumont, Texas 77707  (409) 842-4455

Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your Civil & Industrial Contractors Providing for all your 
Project Foundation Requirements

Driven Piles
ACIP Piling
Helical Piles 
Restricted access
High/Low Head Room

ConcreteConcreteDriven Piles
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J D Fields Construction Products introduces
the next generation in hot rolled sheet pile technology.
Hoesch 1807 & 2607 Z Series with new and
improved Larssen interlocks.

Wider, LigHter, Stronger!

We’re setting a new standard.
Reach for it at www.jdfields.com

J D Fields & Company is the exclusive distributor of ThyssenKrupp GfT Bautechnik.



featured Article

When chemicals need to be contained or different 
bodies of water prevented from contaminating each 
other, sealants are the most valuable ally contrac-

tors can have aside from the sheet piling itself. 
Recent advances in water-resistant material engineering 

have led to revolutionary sealants that are leak resistant under 
high pressure and easy and cost-effective to apply. The sealants 
prevent hydraulic penetration and costly corrosion in sheet 
piling interlocks and can be used on a variety of sheet piling 
types: vinyl, steel, aluminum and composite. 

Three of the most common sealants are manufactured by 
DE Neef Construction Chemicals, Prime Resins and Adecco 
Sealants, according to Beth Price, manager of Charleston, 
South Carolina’s Decks & Docks, a distributor of marine con-
struction materials. 

“They all have the same objective of creating a barrier 
between walls,” she says. 

“Engineers usually specify a sealant when they are try-
ing to keep something from leaching into something else. For 

example, there may be a chemical in the ground that needs to 
be contained from getting into a clean water source. An engi-
neer would specify putting a cut-off wall in place to divide the 
contaminated side from the clean side. Since the sheet pile 
doesn't create a solid barrier, one would need to add sealant 
into the interlocks of the sheet pile.”

One of the great benefits of many commercial sealants is 
their sheer versatility.

“You can use the sealants on vinyl, fiber reinforced poly-
mers, steel, and other types of sheet piling,” she says.

 “There are a couple jobs in Florida that have utilized seal-
ants with vinyl sheet piling. One specific job was on the west 
coast of Florida. It consisted of vinyl sheet piling and Adecco 
sealant. The reason for this application was to create a wall 
that would contain contaminated water from getting into the 
fresh water sources.”

Another Florida project that utilized sealant was a super-
fund site in the northwest region, added Price. “This job con-
sisted of fibre reinforced polymer sheets and DE Neef sealant. 
The reason for this project was to contain a highly reactive 
chemical, which was found in certain areas of the ground, from 
spreading.”

A superfund site, she explains, is a site that once con-
tained chemicals or currently contains chemicals. Price cited 
phosphorous as one example, saying the agent could poten-
tially be harmful to people. 

“So, basically what they try to do is contain it from spread-
ing and getting into clean water sources or close to people’s 
houses or schools.” 

Sheet Pile Sealants 
Commercial Sealants an Important Partner  
in Sheet Pile Applications

“ You can use the sealants 
on vinyl, fiber reinforced 

polymers, steel, and other 
types of sheet piling ” (Continued on page 67)

A Prime Resins sealant was used in this Florida 
project to seal the entrance of borings for a 
micro-tunneling project under an active railroad 
system.

By Gloria Taylor

65• Q4 • 2011



Sun Piledriving Equipment, LLC 
35322 Bayard Road 
Frankford, Delaware 19945 
 
P.302.539.7187 
F.302.539.4443 
www.spe-usa.net 
 
Sales 
Tim Stubbs 
Connie Trump 
 
Service 
Ian Montgomery 
James Massey 
 
Parts 
Judy Bentley  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emeca/SPE USA 
200 10th Street 
Laurel, Delaware 19956 
 
P.302.875.0760 
F.302.875.6071 
 
www.emeca-speusa.net 
Sales 
Michael Jahnigen
John Rhodes
 
Plant Manager
Kraig Ames 

 

 
 
 

             SUN GROUP OF BUSINESSES 

Sun Piledriving is a full 
service stocking distributor 
of Junttan  Rigs, & Ham-
mers since 2003. SPE   
offers  Sales, Parts, Service 
and Operator Training. 
 
Junttan Rigs: 
• Meet EPA Tier 3 stan-

dard 
• Average set up time, 

15 minutes 
• Easy and inexpensive 

to transport, low center 
of gravity, expandable 
tracks and moveable 
counterweight 

• Hydraulic pile arms 
hold and align pile. 

• Onboard pile monitor-
ing system 

• Crew size consists of  
an operator and ground 
man  which provides 
greater overall safety 

Emeca/SPE USA, exclu-
sive  manufacturer of 
concrete pile joints and 
pile tip protection. 
 
• Meets all provisions of 

the International Build-
ing Code, including 
Section 1808.2.7 

• Emeca/SPE Splices are fab-
ricated using precision 
robotic welding. 

• Joining Emeca/SPE Splices 
takes less than 3 min-
utes in the field. 

• Transportation and han-
dling costs are greatly 
reduced with shorter 
pile segments 

• Safety increased & risk 
exposure decreased 
with shorter pile       
segments  

 
 

Our goal is to provide our customers with a competitive edge, working to keep your busi-
ness in the game by providing the tools for the highest quality performance on the jobsite 
through advanced technology.  Working safe, working smart.  

  Leasing Program Available 

  Proudly made in the USA 
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featured Article
In a situation where companies try to contain the chemi-

cals, engineers may use a slurry wall (concrete mixture) or 
sheet pile and resin. 

 Other sealant applications consist of keeping one side of 
water from getting to the other side, such as in a weir applica-
tion. Here, the cut-off wall application is the most common 
because they are usually utilized to create a barrier. 

Price said one dilemma faced by users is they must rely on 
manufacturer claims for their sealants’ performance, because 
“to the best of our knowledge, there has been little confirmed 
testing as to actual results. The long term results have not been 
confirmed, as additional testing would have to be done over an 
extreme period of time,” she explained. 

The biggest question the company gets from engineers and 
consumers is about how well the product works, she said. It’s a 
question the distributor cannot answer independently because 
any testing that has been done has been done by the manufac-
turer, she cautions. 

“We can’t dig it out to know whether it’s working once 
it’s in place, and because we don’t know what it is doing down 
there, we have to basically trust that it is doing what the manu-
facturer says it will do.” 

Nevertheless, sealants have been used in many high-pro-
file projects of varying sizes. 

She advises potential users to talk to prior users about 
their experiences with the sealants for some on-the-job com-
ment based on construction experience. t
Photo courtesy of Prime Resins, Inc.

 

        
 

 
 

       
 

      
  

 
 

SPECIALTY PILING SYSTEMS, INC. 

Toll Free: (888)-231-6478   (Phone & Fax) 

Direct Phone (985) 643-0690 

E-mail: SWhitty-SPS@charter.net 
 

Hammer Cushions 

(Conbest, Aluminum & Blue Nylon) 

Pile Cushions 

(Cylinder Pile Cushions a Specialty) 

Contact us for the best cushions available – 

anywhere! 
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Taking
the Lead
in over 40 countries
around the world

LEADER SYSTEMS
IMPACT HAMMERS
STATNAMIC LOAD TESTING TECHNOLOGY
REVERSE CIRCULATION DRILLS
CUSTOM FOUNDATION EQUIPMENT
SITE SUPPORT
PROJECT PLANNING

www.berminghammer.com
www.berminghamfoundationsolutions.com

Wellington Street Marine Terminal
Hamilton, Ontario, Canada  L8L 4Z9

Tel: 1.905.528.7924 Fax:1.905.528.6187
Toll Free: 1.800.668.9432 (in Canada and USA)
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Proud Publisher  
of PileDriver
www.lesterpublications.comwww.piledrivers.org

Concrete Square Piles 
Supporting New Rocket Launch Pad 
at NASA Facility

The Official PublicaTiOn Of The Pile Driving cOnTracTOrs assOciaTiOn  |  Q3 2010 Vol. 7, No. 3

Project Spotlights: 
      Brayton Point Closed Loop     
      Cooling Tower

      Progress Energy Nuclear  
      Power Plant

      Skagway Harbor Surge  
      Control Breakwater
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PDCA’s 14th Annual 
Conference and Expo 

2010

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE PILE DRIVING CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION  |  Q1 2010 Vol. 7, No. 1

Also:

▼ Dmitri Pile Driving Systems
▼ Pile Driving Demonstrations
▼ Equador Bridge Project

Navarre Beach Pier: 
A Symbol of Resilience

THE OFFICIAL PUBLICATION OF THE PILE DRIVING CONTRACTORS ASSOCIATION  |  Q4 2010 Vol. 7, No. 4

Project Spotlights: 
      MB Western Industrial 
      Contracting Company

      US Army Corps of Engineers Rebuild 
      Levees in St. Bernard Parish with 
      T-Wall Construction

      Lake Austin Lakeside Estate
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Freeport Regional 
Water Authority 
Facility

tHe oFFiciaL PuBLication oF tHe PiLe drivinG contractors association  |  Q2 2010 Vol. 7, No. 2

Also:
▼ PDCA and AASHTO – A Partnership

▼ The 2010 AASHTO LRFD Resistance Factors

▼ LRFD Bridge Design Specifications 



Connectors for sheet piling and steel pipe walls
Technologically advanced

Verbindungsprofile für Spundwände
Technologisch überlegen

pilepro.com

AZ / Larssen U

Ball & Socket (PZ/PZC)

Hoesch

Flat Sheet

Cold Formed

Pipe-Sheet-Pile™

Perfiles de unión para tablestacas
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Profili per connessioni in palancolati
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Соединительные профильные элементы 
для шпунтовых стенок
Интеллигентная технология

Profilés de raccordement pour rideaux de palplanches
La supériorité technologique
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Austin, Texas 78701
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info@pilepro.com
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Rare is the construction project that does not involve 
some sort of dispute, whether it be over payment, the 
materials used, the method of construction, who caused 

a delay, or a host of other possibilities. Oftentimes, these dis-
putes cannot be resolved as part of the normal contract claims or 
change order process, and will need to proceed to the next level, 
most commonly through litigation, arbitration, or mediation. It 
is important for a contractor to understand the pros and cons of 
each of these different dispute resolution options in order to be 
in the best position to negotiate the terms of the dispute resolu-
tion procedures as part of the contract negotiation process. 

litigation
The traditional method for dispute resolution is litigation. 
Litigation contemplates a lawsuit in court and the dispute is 
ultimately decided by a judge or jury. Litigation can take place 
either in federal or state court. Depending on which forum a 
lawsuit is brought determines the formality and length of the 
matter. Even though litigation is the most common method, 
there are several pros and cons to consider in deciding whether 
litigation is the best option.

Pros of litigation:
Full Discovery: Litigation allows for "discovery," which permits 
the parties to obtain documents from the other parties to the 
lawsuit, and even from others not involved in the suit, as well 
as to take depositions and statements of the other parties and 
neutral witnesses in advance of the trial. Full discovery allows a 
contractor to evaluate the strength of his case versus the strength 
of his adversary’s case.

Claims against Third-Parties: Litigation is the only method 
of dispute resolution that allows a contractor to pursue claims 
against entities with which it does not have a contract. For exam-
ple, in litigation, a subcontractor can sue the owner, developer, or 
design professional, with whom it did not contract.

Ability to Appeal: If a contractor is not satisfied with the 
end result and feels that an error has occurred, the contractor 
has the ability to appeal the decision. 

Cons of litigation:
Time and Expense: Of the three options, litigation is the most 
time consuming. The discovery process discussed above can 
take months, and even years to complete. As a result, complex 
construction cases may take at least 18 months if not longer to 
resolve through trial. With time comes expense. Therefore, liti-
gation is often viewed as the most expensive dispute resolution 
option. Some examples of litigation fees and costs include attor-
ney’s fees, expert witness fees, court costs, and deposition fees.

Non-Expert Decision Maker: In litigation, the decision 
maker, whether a jury or a judge, is not an expert in construc-
tion. In fact, if it is a jury trial, the decision is in the hands of 
a group of people who almost certainly have no experience or 
background in construction. 

Privacy: Since most court proceedings and records are 
open to the public, there is no guarantee of privacy in litiga-
tion.

arbitration
Arbitration refers to a process where an arbitrator or a panel of 
arbitrators decides the dispute between the parties. The result is 
generally final with little or no ability to appeal. Therefore, once 
the arbitrator decides the dispute, the parties cannot go to court 
and litigate it again or have it decided by another arbitrator. 
Arbitration is a voluntary alternative to litigation. A contrac-
tor cannot force its adversary to participate in arbitration unless 
they have agreed to arbitration by contract. Where parties to 
a contract agree to arbitrate any differences, the courts will 
enforce it as long as it is incorporated into the contract and its 

Dispute Resolution Options:  
The Pros and Cons
By Amber L. Rumancik, Foley & Lardner LLP (arumancik@foley.com)
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wording is sufficient to cover the issues in dispute.
Today, many standard construction contracts contain 

arbitration clauses. In fact, both the American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) and the Association of General Contractors 
(AGC) form contract documents contain mandatory arbitra-
tion provisions. Therefore, it is important to understand the pros 
and cons of arbitration before deciding whether to agree to an 
arbitration provision in a contract or attempt to negotiate the 
terms to make it voluntary.

Pros of arbitration:
Time and Expense: Arbitration is traditionally viewed as a 
faster, less expensive alternative to resolving disputes. While 
this can be true, there are no guarantees. Arbitration, depend-
ing on the arbitrator and the agency administering the arbitra-
tion, can move slowly. There will be attorney's fees incurred for 
the arbitration, just as in a lawsuit. Although legal counsel is 
not required in an arbitration, attending without counsel can 
produce unfavorable results, particularly given the limited scope 
of appeal. In addition, the filing fees associated with arbitra-
tion can be very expensive. For example, the standard AAA 
Arbitration filing fee for a case involving a dispute between 
$500,000 to $1,000,000 is $8,200, plus a $3,250 final fee.1 

Expertise: The parties to an arbitration can select a arbitra-
tor with specific knowledge of and experience in construction, a 
knowledge base that judges and jurors will typically lack. 

Flexibility: Unlike trials, which must be scheduled on an 
overbooked court calendar, arbitration hearings can usually be 
scheduled around the availability of the parties.

Privacy: Arbitration proceedings  
are private rather than public. 

Cons of arbitration:
Limited Discovery: There may be limit-
ed discovery rights in arbitration depend-
ing on terms of the arbitration provision. 

Decision is Final: There is virtually 
no ability to appeal an arbitration award. 
An arbitration award may be changed or 
vacated only under very limited circum-
stances. Since the procedure of an arbi-
tration is informal and based in large part 
on the parties’ contract, problems with 
procedure do not constitute grounds for 
changing the award.

Dispute Can Only Involve Parties 
to the Contract: Because the arbitra-
tion process is the result of an agreement 
between the parties to a contract, other 
entities who may be involved in the dis-
pute, such as owners, design profession-
als, and the like, cannot be compelled to 
participate in the arbitration as they can 
in litigation unless they are also parties 
to a contract with a related arbitration 
provision.

A Court Must Enforce the 
Arbitration Award: Winning an arbi-
tration award may not immediately end 

the dispute. An arbitration award must be converted as a court 
judgment, which can then be used to collect payment from the 
losing party. 

Mediation
Mediation, in contrast to litigation and arbitration, does not 
decide the merits of a dispute. Rather, mediation is a formal 
settlement conference where a mediator works as a intermedi-
ary between the parties in an effort to get the parties to reach a 
settlement. The mediator does not have the ability to force the 
parties to settle. Mediation is an increasingly popular form of 
alternative dispute resolution. Many courts will require the par-
ties to mediate the dispute before allowing it to proceed to trial. 
In addition, the standard AIA contract documents requires the 
parties to mediate their dispute prior to arbitration. 

Pros of Mediation:
Time and Expense: Mediation is relatively inexpensive, espe-
cially when compared to litigation. Although effective media-
tors charge a premium hourly rate for their services, most media-
tions occur over a one or two day period so the time and expense 
are much more contained than litigation or arbitration.

Control of the Outcome: Rather than a judge, jury, or arbi-
trator deciding the dispute, parties to mediation have complete 
control of how the dispute is settled. As a result, mediated settle-
ments can allow for creative solutions. 

Expertise: Mediators are specially trained to facilitate 
discussions and allow disputing parties to work out their differ-
ences. Further, the parties to mediation can select a mediator  
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Churchill Hotel & Suites and Hudson Bay Mechanical owned and operated by Robinson Enterprises
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with specific knowledge of and experience in construction, a 
knowledge base that judges and jurors will typically lack.

Confidential: Mediation is completely confidential. This 
allows the parties to openly discuss issues without the possibility 
of public exposure.

Cons of Mediation:
Discovery: If mediation occurs prior to litigation or arbi-

tration, the parties may not have had the opportunity to learn 
all of the relevant facts and will have had no opportunity for 
formal discovery. The parties limited knowledge of the facts at 
that early stage may inhibit the ability to reach a resolution. 
Alternatively, if mediation occurs later in the litigation, after 
discovery has been completed, the parties will be more fully 
informed about each side’s case, but will have lost a significant 
cost savings by having to spend the time 
and money to go through discovery. 

Potential Lack of Finality: 
Mediation is a non-binding process; 
therefore, if the dispute is not resolved in 
mediation, the parties may still have to 
resort to litigation or arbitration. 

Conclusion
Contractors should consider all of the 
factors, both pro and con, when negotiat-
ing the dispute resolution provisions of a 
contract. It is not likely that a contractor 
will be able to completely rewrite the dis-
pute resolution provisions of a contract, 
but a contractor may have the ability to 
shape the process of dispute resolution. 
Because mediation is relatively inexpen-
sive, it is advisable to include manda-
tory pre-suit or pre-arbitration mediation 
provisions in your contract. Disputes can 
often be resolved in a pre-suit mediation 
and save the parties significant costs and 
fees that would otherwise be incurred in 
litigation or arbitration. t
1. American Arbitration Association, Construction Industry 

Arbitration Rules,  http://www.adr.org/si.asp?id=6425    
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In the infrastructure space across America,
thousands of projects are on the books and
simply awaiting funding to get underway.
Coincidentally, polls show we Americans are
strongly in favor of major investment in our aging
infrastructure. However, concurrent with this
favorable opinion is a strong demand for
accountability and measurable efficiencies in how
our tax dollars are going to be spent. We as 
corporate citizens, whether manufacturer,
designer, engineer or contractor, have a serious
interest in this.

Monotube tapered steel foundation piles have 
consistently delivered capital-saving measurability 
for more than 80 years.

Using conventional equipment, a Monotube
requires a shorter driven length to achieve
design load capacity, fewer man-hours and less
energy to install than competing products. We
have numerable test site data proving
Monotube pile’s superior performance and it’s
yours free for the asking.

America is about to embark on a historic
expenditure of taxpayer dollars. We at
Monotube Pile Corporation know we can
help you keep costs in check. Give us a call
today because, as always, we’re ready to
deliver solid economics.

Request our 
Free Catalog

Monotube® Piles. Solid Economics

Put infrastructure spending
on a solid foundation.
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L.B. Foster Company supplied 17,000 tons of 
sheet piling to the Panama Canal Author-
ity (ACP) for use in the construction of the 

new Panama Canal Expansion. The sheet piling was manufac-
tured by L.B. Foster’s strategic piling partner, Gerdau, for use 
in the excavation of the Pacific Access Channel and the con-
struction of the Borinquen Dam. These will be integral parts of 
the Panama Canal Expansion and provide navigational access 
to the Gaillard Cut via the new Pacific Post-Panama Locks.

Gerdau manufactured PS 31 flat steel sheets in lengths 
of 56 ft. to 69 ft. and PZC™ 26 Z-type sheet piling in 49 ft. 
lengths for the project. The innovative PZC sheet piling was 
domestically rolled to be wider, lighter and stronger than typi-
cal Z piling. The PZC design maximizes production, minimizes 
the amount of required steel and increases strength per pound. 
Gerdau’s patented PZC sheet pile also provides a superior ball 
and socket interlock to encourage construction efficiency. A 
total of 10,679 steel sheets were produced at Gerdau’s facilities 
in Petersburg, Virginia and Midlothian, Texas for this historic 
project.

L.B. Foster’s piling staff developed the logistics plan for 
this unique project and supervised each step of the delivery 
process to make certain the material was professionally staged 
on site and on time. L.B. Foster also provided technical con-
sulting regarding the fabricated connectors and detailed stor-
age schematics for the material laydown area. The storage 
area’s specifications required adherence to the site’s load carry-
ing capacity and environmental requirements. “As with other 
deliveries to international locations, the sophisticated logistics 
required for the shipment of 17,000 tons of piling from mid-
state Virginia and Texas to the middle of Panama are consid-
erable,” noted David Maedgen, Gerdau Piling Sales Manager.

“ACP acted independently of the contractor in this pur-
chase to minimize costs and pre-stage the material for the 
PAC-4 construction contract,” said Jim Wiehage, Houston/

International Sales Manager for the Construction Products 
Group within L.B. Foster Company. Gerdau and L.B. Foster 
teamed to assure the piling moved expeditiously by rail and 
truck to US ports, by ship to an Atlantic terminal near Colon, 
Panama and then by trucks to the jobsite. The shipment 
required special logistical considerations that included 161 
rail cars, four ocean-going vessels, 880 truckloads, customs 
approval and environmental concerns with regard to stacking 
timbers.

The sheets were shipped to the Industrial Terminal at 
the Port of Houston and transferred by Gulf Stream Marine 
from rail cars and trucks to the vessels. Intermarine provided 
ocean freight service from Houston, Texas to Colon. Upon 
arrival at the Manzanillo International Terminal (MIT) the 
steel sheets were loaded onto stretch truck trailers for ship-
ment to the final laydown area near the construction site. UP 
Cargo, Inc, Transporte Illa, S.A, Transporte GAVISA and 
Panama Landbridge Corporation provided truck transport 
from MIT to the ACP storage location near the Pedro Miguel 
Locks. Ingenieria Continental, S.A. (ICONSA) offloaded and 
stacked the material at the staging site so that all lengths could 
be accessed depending on the contractor’s specifications.

The Joint Venture of Richard Goettle, Inc. and ICONSA 
were selected as the pile driving contractor by the PAC-4 
Consortium because of their extensive experience in cellular 
cofferdam construction and Panama Canal contracting. The 
construction company produced nine cofferdams on land using 
a template consisting of a stick-built steel frame. The risk of 
encountering artificial obstructions buried along the align-
ment of the land cofferdams was mitigated by pre-excavation 
to several meters below ground level. This preventive measure 
paid off, as a significant quantity of artifacts such as rail, rail-
way accessories and other construction debris dating from the 
construction of the Panama Canal 100 years ago were dug out.

17,000 Tons of Sheet Piling for 
Panama Canal Expansion
By L.B. Foster and Gerdau
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www.kremermarine.com
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through

over 20 years serving the northeast region.
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70 Pleasant Hill Road 
Mountainville, NY  10953
1-800-829-6531

www.tectonicengineering.com

Geotechnical Engineering
Soil and Rock Mechanics
Shoring and Underpinning Design
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Vibration Monitoring
Construction Materials Testing
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COLLINS COMPANY
 

888.300.0100
Cell 360.708.5320
Fax 360.387.2186
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www.collinspilehammers.com
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They also constructed forty-nine 
cofferdams on water using floating tem-
plates spudded onto location. The sheet 
piling in cells were installed in three 
stages: First, the sheets were driven using 
hydraulic vibratory hammers to pen-
etrate the overburden; then hydraulic 
impact hammers were used to drive the 
sheets to refusal at the energy and blow 
count specified in the contract. The 
piling in the land cells achieved the 
refusal criteria before reaching the tip 
elevation requirements. A change order 
was then issued to drive the sheets with 
a larger, single-action diesel hammer 
to a new energy and blow count crite-
ria to achieve greater penetration. The 
owner required complete pile installa-
tion records. A total of 9,647 sheets were 
driven to refusal with blow counts and 
cutoff lengths recorded.

“Everyone gave 100% plus to make 
this project an example of what can be 
achieved when all parties and person-
nel work as a team,” said Alvaro Chong, 
Follow-up & Control Team/(IAPC) 
Project Administration Division, 
Department of Engineering and Program 
Management/Panama Canal Authority. 
The canal project will allow ultra-large 
intermodal ships traveling from Asia to 
continue by sea to the US East Coast, 
rather than unloading containers on the 
West Coast and continuing freight by 
rail or truck across the United States. 
These larger vessels will have 2.5 times 
the cargo capacity of the current con-
tainer ship that navigates the canal. 
The wider and deeper channel will also 
require expansion of US ports to accom-
modate the larger intermodal ships.

 “L.B. Foster was proud to join with 
Gerdau and ACP to supply construction 

materials for such a monumental effort 
and to participate together in this histor-
ic project,” said Don Foster, Senior Vice 
President of L.B. Foster’s Construction 
Products Group. “Port owners, design-
ers and contractors can also rely on L.B. 
Foster and Gerdau for our piling solu-
tions, such as combi-wall and OPEN 
CELL® structures, to modernize ports to 
accommodate the new traffic made pos-
sible by the Panama Canal expansion,” 
continued Foster. t
PZC is a trademark of Gerdau. 
OPEN CELL is a registered trademark of PND Engineers, Inc 
Photos courtesy of L.B. Foster
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Corpus Christi, TX
361-884-5050

Beaumont, TX
409-840-4214 

Dynamic Testing (PDA)
Pile Integrity Testing

Sonic Integrity Testing (CHA)
Axial and Lateral Load Testing

Installation Monitoring
Vibration Monitoring

WEAP Analysis
Engineering and Design

Baton Rouge, LA
225-644-4966

Gainsville, FL
352-372-4899

Houston, TX
713-722-7064

McKinney, TX
972-542-9020

PILE DRIVING, 
TIE BACKS and ANCHORS

Pile Load Testing- All Types 
to ASTM Standards

• COFFERDAMS
• SEWER & WATER LINES
• BRIDGES
• MARINE CONSTRUCTION
• DAMS
• SLURRY & BARRIER    
 WALLS
• HEAVY & INDUSTRIAL    
 FOUNDATIONS

131 California Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221
(716) 632-1125  FAX (716) 632-0705

e-mail piling@HFDarling.com

SERVING NEW YORK, OHIO 
and PENNSYLVANIA

Darling indd 1 5/9/07 3:40:19 PM

VALUE ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS
TO DIFFICULT PROBLEMS

PILE DRIVING, 
TIE BACKS and ANCHORS

Pile Load Testing- All Types 
to ASTM Standards

• COFFERDAMS
• SEWER & WATER LINES
• BRIDGES
• MARINE CONSTRUCTION
• DAMS
• SLURRY & BARRIER WALLS    
• HEAVY & INDUSTRIAL    
 FOUNDATIONS

131 California Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221
(716) 632-1125  FAX (716) 632-0705

e-mail piling@HFDarling.com

SERVING NEW YORK, OHIO 
and PENNSYLVANIA

GeoQuip Inc.
1111 Cavalier Blvd, 

Chesapeake, VA 23323
Phone: 757-485-2500 
Fax: 757-485-5631
www.geoquip.biz

Service, Sales & Rentals of all pile 
driving equipment and accessories has 
been our business for over 25 years.

• Impact Hammers, Hydraulic & Diesel
• Vibratory Hammers 
• Hydraulic Drills / Auger Cast
• Swinging & Fixed Leads

757-485-2500
Call today and let us work for you.

Apalachee Pole Company, Inc.

Manufacturers of CCA Treated 
Poles and Pilings

Family Owned and Operated 
For over 25 years

Bristol, Florida
850-643-2121

www.apalacheepole.com
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Offering a full range of piling products including sheet
pile, H-pile, and pipe for sale or for rent anywhere
across North America from eight stocking locations.

Sheet piling - Hot Rolled, Cold Formed A572 Grade
50 Standard. A690, A588, and other grades readily
available - all in your “as required” length.

Call us for support and service onyour next project.

Providing Piling Product Solutions 
to the Heavy Construction
Industry for over 25 years.

Providing Piling Product Solutions 
to the Heavy Construction
Industry for over 25 years.

Providing Piling Product Solutions 
to the Heavy Construction
Industry for over 25 years.

Offering a full range of piling products including sheet
pile, H-pile, and pipe for sale or for rent anywhere
across North America from eight stocking locations.

Sheet piling - Hot Rolled, Cold Formed A572 Grade
50 Standard. A690, A588, and other grades readily
available - all in your “as required” length.

www.rollformgroup.com
Roll Form Group Head Office: 6701 Financial Drive, Mississauga, ON  L5N 7J7 Tel: (905) 270-5300 Fax: (905) 306-3527
Cambridge Plant: 950 Industrial Road, Cambridge, ON  N3H 4W1 Tel: (519) 650-2222 Fax: (519) 650-2223
PPI: 945 Center Street, Green Cove Springs, Florida  32043 Tel: (904) 287-8000 Fax: (904) 529-7757
Iuka, Mississippi Plant: 26 Country Road 351, Iuka, MS  38852 Tel: (662) 424-1460 Fax: (662) 424-0314
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